 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

JANUARY 14, 2008
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance on January 14, 2008, by Mayor Heerdt.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Gary Bipes, Roger Newman, Steve Squibb, Mark Schwiderski.   Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Jerome Schueller, Kurt Kozel, Karl Koford.  Citizens in attendance: Jason Lange, Kelly Squibb, Kirk Reckow.  Others in attendance:  Tom Behm (MnDOT), David Palm (Bolton & Menk Engineering) 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Squibb motioned to approve the agenda.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Newman motioned to approve the minutes of the December 10th meeting.  Bipes seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING
(none)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Tom Behm, representing MNDOT, stated that full construction of Hwy 4 has now been rescheduled to 2017 and most likely that date may be moved again.  Behm stated that a cooperative agreement program for improvements is a 90/10 split (state paying 90% and the city 10%).  The program would include sidewalk and lighting (the Cobra style).  Curb, water, and sewer improvements would be city responsibility and trees if the city choose to include in the sidewalk.  David Palm stated the projected total cost of the project is estimated at $366,639.75 with MNDOT share $303,618.65, and the city share $63,021.11.   Behm stated that at this time $300,000 would be available from MNDOT for a cooperative agreement.  If the project information was submitted, funds could be available in 2008.  Palm stated that if the full reconstruct would be done in 2017, all sidewalks and curbs would need to be done again.  Jason Lange stated that with the condition of the sidewalks, the 2017 date was not acceptable.  Administrator Hoyhtya will contact the downtown businesses and schedule an informational meeting to discuss the project.  Resolution 07-17 was passed on August 13, 2007, requesting cost sharing by the MnDOT for the replacement of street lights, curb & gutter, and sidewalks on the west and east side of Trunk Highway 4, from Ash Avenue to Cedar Avenue.  
Renville County is working on their five year construction plan which involves CSAH 34 (Ash Avenue W.).   David Palm stated this project would involve water, sanitary sewer, and storm sewer.  This area also has combined sanitary and storm sewer.   The county would need cost estimates to determine cost sharing for the project.   A study would need to be completed to address the storm sewer with an estimated cost of $11,000.  Palm stated the study could be completed by mid April.   Tom Behm stated that State funds are delegated on an annual basis to counties for cities under 5,000 for improvements.  The county accounts are set up between municipalities and rural; however, the county has the option to transfer funds.  Behm stated that Renville County does not pay well for cities.  Mayor Heerdt questioned if the project was not scheduled in three years, would another cost study be needed.  Palm stated they would adjust the figures to current rates.  Council questioned if the county would share in the cost of the study.  Council Member Squibb questioned if there would be a change where CSAH meets Hwy 212  Palm stated that could be looked into.  Issue table to the February meeting.  
Kelly Squibb, Security Insurance Agency, presented the Council with information on property insurance for the City.  Squibb stated she felt the previous coverage was underinsured.  The Council reviewed values on the properties and requested some adjustments.  Squibb will return to the February meeting with quotes.  
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 08-01 which designates 2008 official appointments, commissions, and committees, Resolution 08-02 which established 2008 labor rates and policies for City equipment and supplies, Resolution 08-03 which established City charges and fees for City services and permits for 2008, and Resolution 08-04 which accepts a donation from the Hector Volunteer Fire Department, and Resolution 08-05 which accepts a donation from the Hector Lion’s.   Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Police Department:  The monthly police report was reviewed.  Chief Kozel stated the new computer software was installed and working well.  Chief Kozel requested permission to change the graphics on the new squad which would match the graphics installed on the old squad.  There will be no charge for the graphics and installation.  Bipes motioned to apply the graphics.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Park Department: Mike Kenney is waiting for bids to repair the pool and doing repairs on the street sweeper.

· Street Department: Harold Carstens stated trees are being trimmed.  A plugged drain in the community center kitchen required plumbing.  Due to grease found in the drain, the clean outs need attention this spring.  Harold has found a used belly plow for the snow plow truck for approximately $200.  Council Member Schwiderski requested Harold to submit the information to Administrator Hoyhtya and the Council would review.

· Water/Wastewater Department: Jerome Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  He will replace a bearing that is going out in the furnace at the wastewater plant.  The DNR annual report has been completed.  Water testing reports show haloacetic acids and trihalomethane are under the limit; however, quarterly testing will be done.  Jerome is checking on treatments that can be used to clean the filter.  Due to the 2008 budget, only Jerome will attend the MRWA conference.  Pro-Communications, Wild Flower Properties, and Paintin Place will be notified that they need to install individual water shut offs since at this time they are all connected.  
· Administration:  Administrator Hoyhtya reviewed the 2007 dividend for property/casualty.  The area promotion program for 2008 from the News*Mirror was reviewed with a decision to not participate.  Council discussed legal holidays (Veteran’s Day, President’s Day, and Martin Luther King) which requires no business be conducted or the office closed.   The issue will be reviewed with the new personnel policy.  A public hearing is scheduled for January 29th at 5:30PM in the community center on Minnesota Investment Funds.   Administrator Hoyhtya will attend an OSHA training in Redwood Falls on January 15th.  
· Fire Department:  Council Member Squibb stated that as soon as the doors are installed, the fire trucks can move to the new building.

· Ambulance:  Council Member Squibb stated that all of the new members testing for certification have passed.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Newman motioned to approve the payables and additional payables in the amount of $233,848.64..  Schwiderski seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY ISSUES

Squibb motioned to grant an annual dance permit for the American Legion.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Heerdt requested the City to contribute to PERA for his years of service that he was not credited.  Newman motioned to make the contribution.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Jason Lange questioned if business not cleaning snow from their sidewalks are going to be billed if the city removes the snow.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated billing will be sent.
ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 9:15 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     ___________________________________






     Jeff Heerdt, Mayor







