 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

MAY 14, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on May 14, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:   Roger Newman, Steve Squibb, and Mark Schwiderski, Gary Bipes.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance:  Jason Lange, B J Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. David Penkert.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Prior to approving the agenda, Council Member Bipes presented Administrator Jaunich with an award from the Minnesota Council of Airports for administrating grants for improvements to the airport.  Improvements included new hangers, a maintenance shed, and equipment.  Bipes motioned to approve the agenda.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Newman motioned to approve the minutes of the April 9th, April 16th, and April 24th Council Meetings.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL
Mr. and Mrs. David Penkert addressed the Council regarding the City’s request for them to separate their water line.  City ordinance states each residence should have a separate water shut off.  Due to a water line break, it was discovered that the homes of Cynthia Bentsen and David Penkert share water lines.  Mrs. Penkert questioned why individual shut offs were not initially installed.  Administrator Jaunich replied that the same situations have been found all over the City.  Why and when these connections were made is unknown.  Problems come when one party needs to be shut off because that leaves both parties without water.  When these problems are found, they are being corrected.  The homeowner can contract the work on their own or the City will make arrangements to correct and bill the homeowner.  The City has previously given the resident the option of paying the bill or applying the expense of the separation as an assessment with a two year payment at 6% interest.  Jerome will get estimates for the homeowners.  

B J Johnson presented a quote to the Council to repair the sidewalk in front of his residence at 421 Main Street South.  The quote was $2260, but prepared in 2006.  Johnson stated that Howard Hughes would also like the sidewalk replaced on his property.  Council Member Schwiderski stated he felt a code should be established for sidewalks.  Ordinance states the City pays 70% of the cost and the resident 30%.  Administrator Jaunich will contact all residents on that block to inquire if they wish to replace their sidewalk.  The Council requested Johnson to submit a current quote for the next meeting and tabled the issue.    
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS

· City office will be closed Monday, May 28th for Memorial Day.
· City Council meeting Tuesday, May 29th at 5:30 PM at City Hall.

· League of MN Cities Annual Conference is June 27-29th in Duluth.  

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Squibb motioned to adopt Resolution 07-11 which gives authorization to execute Minnesota Department of Transportation grant agreement for airport improvement excluding land acquisition.   The grant would acquire a lawn mower for the airport.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-12 which approves a premise permit for charitable gaming to the Hector Volunteer Fire Department Relief Association.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Bipes motioned to adopt Ordinance 231 which establishes an installation policy for water and sewer service and equipment.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Council reviewed Ordinance 233 which extends the corporate limits to annex the Fairway Construction building.  After the property is annexed, it will need to be rezoned.  The City attorney stated there would be no payment of taxes to the township.  

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Harold stated grading has been done to prepare for the dust control application.  A list of areas requiring patching and sealcoating has been prepared with quotes.  Signs have been placed at Sampson’s 3rd addition. The preliminary revised utility maps have been reviewed.  Curb repairs are being done.  
· Jerome reviewed his monthly report.  The chlorine induction pump and a lift station pump need repair.  Sludge has been hauled.  The water treatment plant was inspected.  Juul Construction worked on the water line for the new fire hall.

· Mike made repairs on the street sweeper.  Spraying has been completed at the cemetery and lots.  Starting to prepare the swimming pool for the season.
· Chief Fauglid stated activity has increased.  They have received many dog complaints to which the Chief published an article in the News*Mirror.  Some morning patrol is being done and at times a day shift for traffic control.  They are also checking the parks on a more frequent basis – especially what is termed “the port”.  

· Administrator Jaunich stated no one requested a junk vehicle to be removed.  Financial reports were given to the Council.  Recommendations for the modifications to the new fire hall need to be firmed.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chief Fauglid prepared a departmental policy for the Police Department eating out of town.  Council Member Bipes stated he felt there was no need for a policy.  A previous motion stated officers would be allowed a one hour meal including travel time outside of Hector but within the allowed response time and to remain in Hector for some meals.  Council Member Schwiderski felt the issue was not clear and the officers should remain in Hector for meals.  Jerome Schueller stated other City employees do not go to other cities to eat and are not paid for a lunch hour and since the Police are paid for their lunch hour, they should remain in Hector.  Council decision was to comply with the original motion and if a problem occurs, the issue will be reviewed again.  
Joe Winebarger did not attend the meeting regarding the water billing for Nelson’s Marketplace.  Winebarger did request to turn the water off.  Newman motioned to comply with City ordinance and apply the unpaid balance to the property taxes if not paid.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Squibb motioned to approve the payables, additional payables, and $2149 to Vern Grobb.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY ISSUES
Council reviewed quotes for sealcoating streets.  The two following bids were received:

Caldwell 

$66,653.73


Pearson Bros.
            $51,384.96

Council Member Schwiderski questioned when the work could be done.  Carstens stated that they would be ready at any time.  Squibb motioned to request a rebid with the removal of 2nd Street East.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Council reviewed quotes for street patching as follows:


Mueller & Sons
$27,462.00



Duininck

$33,306.15

The bid from Mueller & Sons follows the exact request of the City.  The Duininck bid differs on several locations.  Squibb motioned to accept the bid from Mueller & Sons on the locations requested to patch with the elimination of the American Legion.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Bipes motioned to purchase up to $200.00 for plants from Babe’s Blossoms for the planters on Main Street.  City employees will plant.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Newman motioned to appoint Candy Malo to the Pioneerland Library board.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Administrator Jaunich has had several requests to purchase the old road grader.  Council directed to place this as a sealed bid along with the Police Department confiscated vehicles when the vehicle paperwork is completed.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Bipes motioned to reschedule the June regular Council meeting to June 18, 2007, 7:00PM, Community Center as the only meeting for June.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:45 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

