 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

AUGUST 13, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:05PM on August 13, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the pledge of allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:  Gary Bipes, Roger Newman.  Members absent:  Steve Squibb, Mark Schwiderski.   Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Tony Fauglid, Kurt Kozel.   Citizens in attendance: Sign in sheet attached.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Bipes motioned to approve the agenda.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Newman motioned to approve the minutes of the July 23rd Council Meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bipes motioned to close the meeting for the public hearing.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Due to water line brakes and the need to turn water off to a home, two homes were found to be sharing a water line with their neighbor.  Mayor Heerdt explained that the same situation has occurred in the past and the City has requested the lines to be separated and the property owner pays the contractor direct.  If their financial situation does not allow direct payment, the City will pay the contractor and assess the property owner.  The property owners involved are:  David Penkert, 440 3rd Street E. and Wm Benson Jr, 440 3rd Street E.  Mr. Penkert requested the assessment be spread over ten years.  Council agreed to consider the time frame.  Newman motioned to close the public hearing.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Council reviewed the bid list for the “garage sale items”.  List attached.  Bipes motioned to accept the high bid on all items with the option of a rebid on the wheel barrel and slide since the high bids were equal.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS

Jayme Schultz, representing the Youth Center, requested closing the street on Cedar Ave. E. from the alley to 2nd Street E. August 23rd for a dance.  Bipes motioned to approve the dance permit and blocking off the street including the Witte Ford car lot.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
David Palm, of Bolton & Menk, presented a preliminary engineering report for an arrival/departure building for the airport.  The report contained options for a 600 and an 800 square foot building.  Options included the building, site work, sanitary sewer, and water.  
Estimates are:


            
600 Sq. Ft.                                 800 Sq. Ft.

  City Share                             $  12,840.00                               $  19,510.00

  FAA Share                            $243,960.00                               $370,690.00

The airport commission will meet and review the plans.  Administrator Jaunich stated the airport has a fund balance of $30,000.  Bipes motioned to table the issue until further review with the airport commission and review of the full City Council at their July 27th meeting.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Palm stated the Sampson’s 3rd Addition is basically complete.  2.5% of the money has been withheld pending making sure the grass takes.  
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-17 which request cost sharing with MNDOT for the replacement of street lights, curb & gutter, and sidewalks on the west and east side of Hwy 4 from Ash Ave to Cedar Ave.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
With regret, Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-18 which accepts the resignation of Matthew Jaunich as City Administrator.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Heerdt thanked Administrator Jaunich for his 5 ½ years of service to Hector.

Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-19 which orders the improvements of water shut-offs for the properties at 410 Birch Ave. W and 440 3rd Street East.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, & COMMITTIES
· Harold stated that the dirt at the cemetery has been leveled.  Some of the storm sewer on Ash Ave. W. has been  replaced.  He is checking on a root cutter for the jetter truck.  
· Jerome reviewed his monthly report.  He is working on the DNR water conservation plan which is due October 15th.  Jerome is getting estimates on replacing the water line on Ash Ave. W.  
· Mike stated sewer jetting has been completed on the west side.   He reported to Jerome manhole bottoms that need repair.  

· Chief Fauglid stated that July has been a very busy month.  30 – 40 cats were removed from a home with the help of the Golden Valley Humane Society.   Fauglid suggested the City Ordinance be revised to include cats in the same classification as dogs.  Fauglid is recruiting part-time officers since some of our officers have taken full time positions.  Fauglid requested repainting of crosswalks prior to the start of the school year.  
· Administrator Jaunich stated his preliminary budget reflects an increase of 4%.  State aid has been cut $14,000 which basically makes up the increase.  He stated that sewer rates are not meeting repair needs.  

NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Newman motioned to approve the payables, additional payables and a payment to Vern Grob in the amount of $1,389.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY ISSUES

Parcel #33-01605-00 is a tax forfeited property available to the City in the amount of $607.23.  The Council has no interest in this property.

Tim Jeske of Twin City Western Railroad has requested road closed signs be placed on 3rd Street E. when cars are being loaded for the elevator.  The elevator would be responsible for putting up and taking down the signs.  Chief Fauglid stated he would not want the crossing blocked off overnight and one crossing would need to be open at all times for emergency purposes.   Administrator Jaunich will contact the railroad for clarification of what they are requesting.  Issue tabled to the next meeting.  
Newman motioned to assess $700 to the property at 210 Hwy Ave E for installation of water shut off valve over a two year time frame with interest rate of 6%.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PERSONNEL ISSUES

Council discussed filling the vacancy of City Administrator.  Council will review quotes for hiring agencies at their next workshop.

The ambulance is in need of EMT’s and has several applicants.  EMT training fees are $1100 per person which is not affordable for some of the applicants.  Newman motioned for the City to pay for the entire training and if the applicant does not stay on the ambulance for one (1) year, one half of the cost would need to be reimbursed to the City.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Bipes motioned to add Khang Nguyen to the Police Department part-time roster.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bipes motioned to approve on-call pay to part-time officers effective January 1, 2008.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

CABLE ISSUES

Videos can now be played on our local access channel.  Council discussed what could be played, if there would be a fee, and a time frame of when it could be played.  Tabled until the next meeting.   The franchise agreement with Mediacom expires August, 2010.  The existing agreement states the City can charge 5% of their profit.  We are not doing this.  
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-20 which permits the Hector American Legion to perform charitable gambling.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

A Council workshop was scheduled for August 21st, 5:30PM at City hall to discuss the budget and filing the City Administrator vacancy.  

ADJOURNMENT

Bipes motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Newman seconded.  Adjournment time 8:45 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

