 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

 MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

AUGUST 10, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Mark Schwiderski, Gary Bipes, Ralph Bergsma, Janet Olson.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Jerome Schueller, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Chief Kozel.  Citizens present: Debra McIntosh, Lori Carlson, Mike Jacoby, Lowell Grimm, Marlys Hagstrom, Ron Ebbers, Penny Macik, Dulsey Bergsma, Sheryl Reuber.  Others present:  Stuart Bonniwell
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Bergsma motioned to approve the agenda with the additions of workman’s compensation, pool fund raiser, and meetings under administration.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Olson motioned to approve the minutes of the July 27th Second Monthly Council Meeting.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Lori Carlson addressed the Council regarding damage to a vase on her grave site at the cemetery.  Lori brought the damage to the attention of Administrator Jaunich two years ago and was told to bring in the bill for damages.   Ron Ebbers, Honey-Do Lawn Service, stated there was no way a lawn mower would have caused the damages to the vase.  Marlys Hagstrom stated that some years ago, there had been damage done by mowers.  Mr. Ebbers stated he has never had a claim submitted to his insurance company for damages but he has noted vandalism when mowing.  Council Member Olson suggested the City develop a statement which would be given to someone purchasing a grave site what the city is responsible for and the person purchasing the grave site is responsible for.  Mike Jacoby stated that when a grave site is purchased, it is like property and why would the City be responsible for the stone.  Marlys Hagstrom stated homeowners insurance could cover the stone.  Council Member Schwiderski stated the issue of a developing a policy would be brought to the cemetery committee.  Council Member Bipes stated that this situation appeared to be vandalism and since Administrator Jaunich advised Ms. Carlson to submit a bill he motioned to pay the invoice to repair the vase in the amount of $258.26.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Stuart Bonniwell presented the 2008 audit to the Council.  Bonniwell presented the entire audit (which is on file at City Hall).  The 2008 audit includes financial statements of Prairie View and HummingBird Court since they are supported by the City.  Bonniwell stated the financial condition of the General Fund continues to be strong but cautioned due to forecasted decreased State aid for 2009 and 2010.  He recommended reviewing the water and sewer rates since these funds incurred a loss along with establishing a replacement reserve to meet future repairs and maintenance expenses as well as system replacements.  Council Member Schwiderski questioned if there would be a problem submitting our audit late to the State.  Bonniwell stated an extension was requested and next years audit would be on time.  Schwiderski motioned to approve the audit.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS:
Due to the recent hail storm, contractors swarmed the City to inspect roofs and siding.  We required these solicitors to register.  Administrator Hoyhtya researched solicitor rights and found that we cannot charge them a fee nor require a background check.  We have no power to stop them.  We need to educate our citizens that by placing a card in their window stating “No Peddlers, Solicitors, or Transient Merchants” or “Peddlers, Solicitors, and Transient Merchants Prohibited” would eliminate them from coming to the door.  Bergsma motioned to adopt 111.09 to the Peddlers and Solicitors tariff stating that all solicitors and any person exempt from the licensing requirements of this ordinance under Section 3 shall be required to resister with the city prior to engaging in those activities.  Registration shall be made on the same form required for a license application, but no fee shall be required.  A certificate of registration will be issued as proof of registration, but no fee required and the certificate shall be non-transferable.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Bipes motioned for Administrator Hoyhtya to prepare a card for citizens to place in their home to restrict solicitors.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Olson motioned to increase the peddler’s fee to $25/per day.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Administrator Hoyhtya reminded the citizens that a roof and/or siding building permit is required for the storm damage at a flat rate of $45.00 each. This fee can be passed with your insurance claim.  The building inspector will see that the repair is done properly.    
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

PARK DEPARTMENT

Mike Kenney stated he is getting caught up on projects.  Council Member Olson questioned how the work at Prairie View was going.  Mike stated it is being taken care of.  Mike reviewed hail damage with the insurance adjuster which included 16 roofs, both squad cards, the ambulance and the Prairie View van.
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

Council Member Schwiderski reported that the Planning Commission recommended that the Sampson property be rezoned with the stipulation that a fence by the utility easement have a gate on the roadway where it has been plotted for a street and only horses be allowed on the property and no walkway.  There was also a recommendation to permit Harold Carstens to proceed with his conditional use permit for a garage.  There was a resignation from Cory Klabunde and Mike Kenney from the Planning Commission which would leave one opening.

Schwiderski motioned to grant Harold Carstens the conditional use permit.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bipes motioned to grant the Sampson property to be rezoned with the recommended stipulations.  Council Member Olson questioned if this property would go back to residential with a new owner.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated it would need to be rezoned again.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Kozel reviewed his monthly report.
There are 16 blight reports which have not been paid by the due date and some have been paid, but have not taken care of the blight.  Chief Kozel questioned how the Council would like to proceed.  The State statute is costly since it would be a misdemeanor and the city attorney would defend us and the judge would determine the fine.  Chief Kozel suggested the City remove the blight and then assess the property to taxes.  Council Member Olson questioned if the blight offenders were repetitive.  Kozel indicated they were.  Penny Macik stated something needs to be done and questioned demo cars since nothing has been done about them from past meetings.  Administrator Hoyhtya read the ordinance which would not allow demo cars which were not in a garage.  Council Members Schwiderski and Olson agreed that something needs to be done.   Council Member Bipes questioned how the City employees could determine what could and could not be determined blight.  Administrator Hoyhtya will check with the attorney to see if we can go on the private property to remove blight, we presently go on the property to mow grass.  Penny Macik stated she felt it would be better to go through the court system.  Dulcie Bergsma questioned if the city employees would have time to work on blight issues.  Council Member Schwiderski stated we could have a contractor come in.  Macik also stated something should be done with the appearance of the old grocery store.  Council Member Olson stated she wanted something on the demo cars for the next meeting.  Mayor Heerdt stated it would be looked into.   Issue table to the August 24th meeting.  For the present time Schwiderski motioned to have the Police Department issue a second ticket to those who have not paid and a 2nd ticket to those who have paid but not cleaned up.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Bipes motioned to reinstate Larry Dahlman as part-time officer.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

STREET DEPARTMENT

Harold Carstens stated the curb and gutters have been repaired.  He has been trimming trees by street signs.  Frontier Telephone will repair their manhole next week.  Street patching will start on Thursday and Friday.  

WATER/WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT

Jerome Schueller will have his monthly report for the August 24th meeting since he was on vacation the first week of August.  Arsenic levels are up due to a pump that broke down; but future tests will put our levels back to normal.  He is working on the 2010 budget.  The wastewater plant will receive revenue from Lake Alley for bio-solids.
ADMINISTRATION

Administrator Hoyhtya, Council Member Bergsma, Ann Broderius, and Mayor Heerdt met to discuss a banner project.  This project is a donation to the City.

The Council reviewed delinquent bills of which half will go on the taxes if not paid by the end of the year.  

A Special Council Meeting was scheduled for August 17th, 5:45PM at City Hall for budget purposes.

The City received a $498.00 refund from workman’s compensation coverage.

The pool fundraiser served 250 people and made $14,000 from contributions and matching funds.  

The Fire Relief Association purchased a backboard for the pool.

The Buffalo Lake Lioness gave money to purchase additional flooring mats for the swimming pool. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS

Olson motioned to approve the payables and additional payables in the amount of $69,900.84.
The Council reviewed the financials.  The budget is on track.  The department heads receive a copy of their monthly expenses and are keeping their budget on target.  

The swimming pool will close August 21st due to lifeguards returning to college and volleyball and football practice starting.  

Council Member Bipes will check the cost of individual microphones for Council Members so meetings can be taped with an audio that can be heard.  

Mayor Heerdt attended the League of Minnesota Conference stating it was well worth the attendance to exchange ideas with other cities
Mayor Heerdt and Administrator Hoyhtya attended a workshop in North Mankato entitled Advancing Economic Prosperity.  The workshop included creating and retaining jobs, cultivating entrepreneurs, enhancing community vitality, strengthening the workforce, addressing economic change, and fostering self-sufficiency.  

ADJOURNMENT

Olson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bergsma seconded.  Adjournment time 9:15 PM.
Upcoming Events:

· City Council Meeting August 24th 5:30 PM.

A finalized Civil Defense Plan was given to the Mayor and Council Members.

                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     _______________________________


                                                                 Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
