 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

JANUARY 12, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Heerdt.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:  Mark Schwiderski, Gary Bipes, Janet Olson, Ralph Bergsma.   Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Jerome Schueller, Chief Kurt Kozel. Citizens present:  Jason Lange, Marlys Hagstrom, Joan Kirgiss, Allan Kirgiss, Terri Hill, Mike Jacoby, Chris Johnson, Joyce Carstens, Juan Galvez, Jennifer Klabunde, Laurie Duehn, Dolores Bright, Rick Clark, Carol Bipes, Chuck Gentry, Pam Gentry, Lowell Grimm, Dolores Nelson, Penny Macik, Dave Nelson, Mark Kramer, Frank Schafer, Sheryl Reuber, Ronald Ruona.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Schwiderski motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of 12D – airport issues.  Ralph  seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the minutes of the December 17th Special Council Meeting.  Olson seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Marlys Hagstrom addressed the Council questioning if there was a contract with PeopleService.  Mayor Heerdt stated there was no contract.  It was stated at a previous meeting that Jerome Schueller would present a budget to the Council before a decision would be made.  Marlys then questioned why the proposed 2009 budget for administrative wages increased over $10,000.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated the proposed budget was reflecting a 3% wage increase for all departments.  The Council has not approved any wage increases.  Marlys stated the City changed their health insurance from Blue Cross Blue Shield with Winter Insurance as the local agent to Health Partners who is not a local agent.  Marlys stated that when she delivered the new policy rates to Administrator Hoyhtya she stated that if there were questions or concerns to contact her.  Marlys stated she could have gotten other quotes but was never contacted and stated she had never worked with such an unprofessional.  

Council Member Bipes stated Council meetings would be taped in the future and notice would be given to the public notifying them when the meeting could be viewed.   
Penny Macik stated the City needs to keep business in town.

Jason Lange questioned if equipment at the airport was to be used only at the airport.  This issue will be addressed with the addition of 12D to the agenda.  

Rick Clark stated he wanted to clarify that he was contacted at home and not at school by a city employee to sign a petition.  

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS:

A) Resolution 09-01 designates 2009 official appointments.

Bergsma motioned to nominate Mark Schwiderski as Acting Mayor.  Olson questioned what the previous procedure was for this position.  Schwiderski stated he worked as acting Mayor for eight years at a previous city.  Heerdt seconded.  Bipes opposed.  Motion carried.  Olson motioned to nominate Ralph Bergsma to serve on the EDA Board.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Schwiderski motioned to nominate Heerdt to serve on the EDA Board.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bipes motioned to nominate Bipes to serve on the Airport Advisory Committee.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bergsma motioned to nominate Olson to serve on the Pool Committee.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Schwiderski motioned for Olson to serve on the Library Board.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Schwiderski motioned to nominate Olson to serve on the City Personnel Committee.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bipes motioned to nominate Bergsma to serve on the City Personnel Committee.   Heerdt seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Olson motioned to nominate Schwiderski to serve on the Cemetery Committee.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Schwiderski motioned to nominate Heerdt to serve on the Cemetery Committee.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bergsma motioned to nominate Schwiderski to serve on the Planning Commission.  Olson seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.  The County EDA Advisory Board meets in Olivia at 5:00PM once a month.  Any Council Member available for the month will attend this meeting.  Schwiderski motioned to adopt Resolution 09-01.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY OF HECTOR

HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

OFFICIAL DESIGNATION FOR 2009

RESOLUTION 09-01

A RESOLUTION OF OFFICIAL DEISIGNATIONS FOR 2009

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of Hector, that the following named persons have been appointed to hold the positions of the various commission for the year 2009.

Committee Designation



Name

Mayor






Jeff Heerdt

Acting Mayor





Mark Schwiderski

City Attorney





Jon Saunders

Public Accountant




Stuart Bonniwell

Official Newspaper




News*Mirror

Official Depository




Valley Bank

Additional Depository




Minnesota Municipal Money









Market Fund (4M)

Additional Depository




Northland Securities

Additional Depository




US Bank

City Engineer





Bolton & Menk, Inc.

Airport Engineer




Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH)




Council Representatives





Hector  EDA





1.  Ralph Bergsma










2.  Jeff Heerdt

Airport Advisory Committee



1.  Gary Bipes

Swimming Pool 




1.  Janet Olson

Library Board





1.  Janet Olson

City Personnel Committee



1.  Janet Olson

2. Ralph Bergsma

Cemetery





1.  Mark Schwiderski 



2. Jeff Heerdt

Planning Commission




1.  Mark Schwiderski

Civil Defense Director



Police Chief

Approved this 12th day of January 2009.

________________________________

Jeff Heerdt

Mayor

ATTEST

_________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya

City Administrator


B)  Resolution 09-02 authorizes who has the power to issue and sign checks.  Bergsma motioned to change the Resolution to read that the Acting Mayor would be the Council Member as a signature person.  With the adoption of Resolution 09-01, this would designate Council Member Schwiderski.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

CITY OF HECTOR

RESOLUTION 09-02
CITY AUTHORIZATION

I, Barbara M. Hoyhtya, certify that I am the City Administrator, of the named city organized under the laws of the City of Hector, Federal Employer I.D. number #41- 6005224, engaged in business under the trade name City of Hector, and that the resolutions on this document are a correct copy of the resolutions adopted at the meeting of the City Council duly and properly called and held on January 12, 2009.  These resolutions appear in the minutes of this meeting and have not been rescinded or modified.

AGENTS, any agent listed below, subject to any written limitations, are authorized to exercise the powers granted as indicated below:  

Name and Title of Position

           Signature

A.  Jeff Heerdt, Mayor




________________________

B.  Mark Schwiderski, Acting Mayor



________________________

C.  Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator


________________________

D.  Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk



________________________

POWERS GRANTED:

Indicated A, B, C, or D. Description of Power


Indicated number of 










Signatures required

A, B, C
(1) Exercise all of the powers listed in this resolution

2

C

(2) Open any deposit or share account(s) in the name of the City
1

A, B, C
(3) Endorse checks and orders for the payment of money or 



     otherwise withdraw or transfer funds on deposit with this 



     Financial Institution





2

A, B, C
(4) Borrow money on behalf and in the name of the City, sign, 



      execute and deliver promissory notes or other evidence of 



      indebtedness.






2


A, B, C
(5) Endorses, assign, transfer, mortgage or pledge bills receivables,

 

      Stocks, bonds, real estate, or other property now owned or 



      hereafter owned or acquired by the City as security for sums



      borrowed, and to discount the same, unconditionally guaranteed



      payment of all bills received, negotiated or discounted and to



      waive demand, presentment, and protest, notice of protest and 



      notice of non-payment.
  




2

A, B, C
(6) Enter into a written lease for the purpose of sending, 



      maintaining, accessing and terminating a Safe Deposit Box 



      in this Financial Institution.




2

C, D

(7) Access Safe Deposit Box in this financial Institution

1

LIMITATIONS OF POWERS:  This makes up the City’s express limitations on the powers under this resolution.

CERTIFICATION OF AUTHORITY

This is to certify that the City Council of the City of Hector has, and at the time of adoption of this resolution had, full power, and lawful authority to adopt the preceding resolutions and to confer the powers granted to the persons named who have full power and lawful authority to exercise the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name and to this document and affixed the seal of the City of Hector on January 12, 2009.

__________________________________

Jeff Heerdt

Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya

City Administrator


C)  Resolution 09-03 designated the financial institution.  Schwiderski motioned to designate Valley Bank as the financial institution.  Bergsma seconded.  Motioned carried unanimously.  

CITY OF HECTOR

RESOLUTION 09-03

RESOLUTION ALLOWING FOR DESIGNATING A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
 FOR THE CITY OF HECTOR

Referred to in this document as “Financial Institution”  

Valley Bank

Referred to in this document as “City”



City of Hector

The City of Hector resolves that,

(1) The Financial Institution is designated as a depository for the funds of the City and to provide other financial accommodations indicated in the resolution.

(2) The resolution shall continue to have effect until express written notice of its rescission or modification has been resolved by the Financial Institution.  Any and all prior resolutions adopted by the City Council and certified to the Financial Institution as governing the operation of this city’s account(s) are in full force and effect until the Financial Institution receives and acknowledges an express written notice of its revocation, modification or replacement.  Any revocation, modification or replacement of a resolution must be accompanied by documentation, satisfactory to the Financial Institution, establishing the authority for the changes.

(3) The signature of an Agent on this resolution is conclusive evidence of their authority to act on behalf of the City of Hector.  Any Agent, so long as they act in a representative capacity as agents of the City, is authorized to make any and all other contracts, agreements, stipulations and orders which they may deem advisable for the effective exercise of the powers indicated on page one, from time to time with the Financial Institution, subject to any restrictions on this resolution or otherwise agreed to in writing.

(4) All transactions, if any with respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts, and borrowings by or on behalf of the City of Hector with the Financial Institution prior to the application of this resolution hereby ratified, approved and confirmed.

(5) The City agrees to the terms and conditions of any account agreement, properly opened by any Agent of the City.  The City authorizes the Financial Institution, at any time, to charge the City for all checks, drafts, or other orders, for the payment of money, that are drawn on the Financial Institution, so long as they contain the required number of signatures for this purpose.

RESOLVED, that the Valley Bank is hereby designated as a depository for the funds of the City of Hector.

____________________________________

Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator


D)  Resolution 09-04 allows for electronic fund transfers.   Schwiderski motioned to adopt Resolution 09-04.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
  CITY OF HECTOR

RESOLUTION 09-04
RESOLUTION ALLOWING ELECTRONIC FUNDS
 TRANSFER TRANSACTIONS

WHEREAS, the banking industry has promoted electronic funds transfer to reduce paper transactions, move resources more rapidly and respond to customer demands; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statute §471.38 subdivision 3 defines electronic funds transfer as the process of value exchange via mechanical means without the use of checks, drafts, or similar negotiable instruments; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota State Statute §471.381 states that payment of claims, obligations and investment transactions of a statutory city may be made by warrant, check or all forms of electronic or wire funds transfer and that a statutory city may accept payment by use of credit card, debit card, or all forms of electronic or wire funds transfer; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hector acknowledges this new technology and the need for electronic funds transfer transactions, both coming into and going out of the City of Hector bank and investment accounts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF HECTOR, MINNESOTA that the City Administrator or the Mayor of the City of Hector may accept and make payment by electronic funds transfer and wire transfer and that these transactions are subject to the same approval requirements as any paper transaction and that these electronic funds transfer and wire transfer transactions meet all of the required policies of the Financial Institutions the City of Hector transacts with.

Adopted by the City of Hector this 12th day of January 2009.

_________________________________

Jeff Heerdt

Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya

City Administrator 


E)  Resolution 09-05 establishes 2009 labor rates and policies for city equipment and supplies.  Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 09-05.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
  CITY OF HECTOR

RESOLUTION 09-05

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 2009 LABOR RATES AND POLICIES FOR CITY EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

WHEREAS, consideration has been given to the needs of the City of Hector by its staff, appointed and elected officials for the 2009 year.

WHEREAS, the City Council understands the need for establishing labor rates and policies for City equipment and supplies.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector that labor rates and policies for City equipment and supplies are as follows:

EQUIPMENT RATES

All rates are subject to a one (1) hour minimum charge, except as indicated.


Pay loader w/ Bucket:




$90.00/hr


Pay loader w/ Blade:




$95.00/hr


Tractor w/ Blower:




$100.00/hr


Ford Truck w/ Plow:




$75.00/hr


Ford Truck without Plow:



$55.00/hr


One-Ton Truck w/ Attachments:


$55.00/hr, $29.00/half hr


Street Sweeper:




$95.00/hr


Weed Whip:





$15.00/hr 


Chain Saw:





$37.00/hr 


New Holland w/ Attachments:


$35.00/hr 


Toro Mower:





$30.00/hr 


Bush Hog:





$30.00/hr 


Jetter Truck:





$175.00/hr (2 hour min.) 









   including 1 man – 2ND man at 








   hourly wage plus benefits 









Plus mileage and surcharge


City fee for mowing grass & weeds under 


Ordinance 234





$100.00/hr (1 hour min.)

CITY DIRT AND GRAVEL


Black Dirt at the Compost Site:



$20.00/yd


Gravel:






$17.00/yd

Dirt and gravel are available at no cost for quantities less than one (1) yard.

If delivery is requested and granted, all equipment rates with one-hour minimums are applicable except where indicated.  There will not be delivery outside of the City limits.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that when City employees are used to do the work with the weed whip, chain saw, New Holland, Toro mower and Bush Hog, the hourly wage of the employee plus benefits used will be included in any billing with a one-hour minimum.

Passed this 12th day of January 2009.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator


F)  Bipes motioned to adopt Resolution 09-06 which accepts a donation of $500 from the Buffalo Lake Lion’s to the swimming pool.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

CITY OF HECTOR

RESOLUTION 09-06

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS AND DESIGNATING THEIR USE

WHEREAS, any city may accept a gift or inheritance of money, goods or property from anyone, accept gifts for religious or sectarian uses or gifts that are religious in nature; and

WHEREAS, the City of Hector has received donations from the Lion’s Buffalo Lake for $500.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, that the City accepts the donations in full and designate the funds for the following purposes in the following funds:

1) Swimming Pool

Adopted by the Council this 12th day of January, 2009.









______________________________









Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

POLICE
Chief Kozel reviewed his report.  Kozel stated Part-Time officers will be on duty for the next several weeks since Officer Kozel is on vacation and he will be attending a conference.  
PARKS DEPARTMENT

Mike Kenney was not in attendance.  Harold Carstens stated the ice rink is open; however, the warming house will be open only on weekends.  
STREET DEPARTMENT

The City of Buffalo Lake has requested help from Hector using our tractor with the blower for snow removal.  They realize that Hector’s snow removal would need to be taken care of first.  Carstens stated that normally Main Street snow removal starts at 2AM and takes about two hours.  Mike Kenney spoke to Buffalo Lake and they were looking at removal on Tuesday, January 13th.  Kenney proposed a possible fee of $75.00/hr. and then a meeting with Hector and Buffalo Lake Council Members and City employees to discuss the issue and establish rates.  Chris Johnson addressed the Council and suggested if we were to plow, the new rates established for 2009 be charged.  Lowell Grimm questioned if our insurance would cover our tractor and employee working in Buffalo Lake.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated there would be coverage.  Schwiderski motioned to charge the $100 rate at this time and set up a meeting with Buffalo Lake with himself and Janet Olson representing the Council  to meet with Buffalo Lake.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Carstens stated the Street Department has been moving snow and working on equipment.  
WATER/WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT

Schueller stated that Kurt Reetz, a Council Member, from Arlington was a previous employee of PeopleService.  He suggested the Council contact him for information regarding PeopleService and he would provide this letter to the Council.  Jerome was paid for hours worked that he indicated as donated on his time sheet.  Jerome turned this check back to the City and stated he would like this as a donation for schools he would like to attend.  Jerome also stated that Carstens has 2 ½ years to work before retirement and not 2 years.  ( As a correction Harold Carsten’s will be retiring in July of 2011.)  Jerome stated that Dave Kienitz from Buffalo Lake would also be a possible person to work the water/wastewater plants if needed.  Jerome is working on budget items.  A meeting was scheduled for January 22, 2009, 6:00PM at the Community Center.
ADMINISTRATION
A)  2009 schedule of Hector City Council Meetings was presented.

B)  Schwiderski motioned to approve the 2009 Lutheran Social Service Nutrition Site contract in the amount of $9,460.00.   Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
C)  Council discussed the Worker’s Compensation Plan.  The rate increased $264 over 2008.  Olson questioned if there were any comparable rates.  Marlys Hagstrom stated there were other rates; however, most cities go with the League of Minnesota Cities. The council was also presented a Waiver of Liability coverage in regards to tort limits.  Bergsma motioned to accept the League of Minnesota’s Worker’s Compensation Plan and not waive the liability coverage.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

D)  Council Member Bipes read a letter regarding use of the airport truck plowing snow at his driveway.  Jason Lange stated two people talked to him about the truck plowing snow at Gary’s home.  Carol Bipes stated the plow never touched their driveway and she does the snow removal at their home.  Mayor Heerdt stated they would leave the issue at that.  The letter is attached to the minutes of the meeting in the minute’s book   
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Olson questioned a statement from Hallquist Construction for doors at the Fire Hall.  Schwiderski motioned to approve the payables for $107,047.07 with the exception of Hallquist Construction.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Council Member Bipes presented a letter to the Council informing them of his intent of action to be taken with the Attorney General’s office.  The letter is attached to the minutes in the minute’s book. 
ADJOURNMENT

Bergsma motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Schwiderski seconded.  Adjournment time 8:16 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     _______________________________


                                                                 Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
