 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 13, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance by Acting Mayor Mark Schwiderski.  Members present: Council Members:  Gary Bipes, Ralph Bergsma, Janet Olson.  Absent:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, City Administrator; Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk; Harold Carstens, Street-Maintenance  Superintendent; Mike Kenney, Senior Parks/Maintenance Specialist;  Jerome Schueller, Water/Wastewater Superintendent.  Citizens present: Joyce Carstens, Cory Klabunde, Charles Gentry, Greg Krueger, Dave Kahl, Sheryl Reuber, Don Olinger, Jared Winkelman, Allan Kirgiss, Dave and Natalie Nelson, Steve Squibb, Todd Kramer.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Bergsma motioned to approve the agenda. Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bergsma motioned to approve the minutes of the June 8th  Regular Council Meeting.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Olson motioned to approve the minutes of the June 30th Special Council Meeting.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

Mike McLaughlin, representing CenterPoint Energy, presented the City with a check in the amount of $2,000 for use towards the purchase of equipment for the Ambulance and Fire Departments.  This grant can be applied for each year.
Doug Best was not able to attend the meeting; however, he is asking permission to make improvements on the ball field.  Several community organizations, private business, and the school would like to improve the infield by building it up in the low area.  All labor and material would be donated and the work would be done in August and/or September.  Bipes motioned to approve the project.  Olson seconded.  Motioned carried unanimously.   Thank you to Loftness Equipment for donating benches for the teams to sit on.  Cory Klabunde questioned if the ice rink would be installed this coming winter.  Klabunde stated it is not used enough to spend money on electricity, labor, and water.  Klabunde suggested it be moved to another place or eliminated since it does make the ball field wet in the spring.  Mike Kenney stated this would be discussed at budget time.  
David Palm, of Bolton & Menk, was not able to attend.  They were requesting an amendment for professional services for the 2010 -2011 infrastructure improvements.  This would complete stage two of the grant application with a fee of $12,000.  They are currently working on a Capital Improvements Project (CIP) for street and infrastructure reconstruction which was $6,000. They have not completed the CIP  Steve Squibb questioned what Bolton & Menk would give the city for this project.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated they get the USDA application completed with Preliminary Engineering Report and the Environmental Report.  The plans would go on a shelf later if they were not used at this time in.  Hoyhtya will review their contract to see if the city would owe Bolton & Menk a percentage if the city did not move forward with Bolton & Menk in the future.  Acting Mayor Schwiderski stated he would like to see the scope of the project along with the costs the City would be responsible for after using the grant money.  Council Member Olson agreed.  The amendment was tabled until the first step is completed and the Council can review the projects.  
Susan Kley questioned if Curt Sampson received a blight letter like others in the community regarding his grass.  Council Member Bipes stated he was farming the area.  Acting Mayor Schwiderski stated he was within the weed limit.  

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS:
Olson motioned to approve Resolution 09-20 which authorizes a grant agreement for airport improvement excluding land acquisition.  This would approve installing the culvert for runway safety.  Bipes seconded.  Motion approved unanimously. 
CITY OF HECTOR

GRANT AGREEMENT FOR AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT

RESOLUTION 09-20

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZATING TO EXECUTE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT AGREEMENT FOR AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT EXCLUDING LAND ACQUISITION

It is resolved by the City of Hector as follows:

1. That the state of Minnesota Agreement NO. 95013.

“Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement Excluding Land Acquisition,” for State Project NO. 6509-22 at the Hector Municipal Airport is accepted.

2. That the Mayor and City Administrator are authorized to execute this Agreement and any amendments on behalf of the City of Hector.

CERTIFICATION

STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF RENVILLE

I certify that the above Resolution is a true and correct copy of the Resolution adopted by the City of Hector City Council at an authorized meeting held on the 13th day of July, 2009 as shown by the minutes of the meeting in my possession.







Signature:  ___________________________









City Administrator

CORPORATE SEAL
/OR/



       ___________________________









NOTARY PUBLIC









         My Commission Expires:  __________
Resolution 09-21 established a special assessment to a Hector property for a delinquent utility bill and mowing and garbage removal.  Bipes motioned to approve Resolution 09-21.  Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY OF HECTOR

RESOLUTION 09-21

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING SPECIAL ASESSMENT TO HECTOR PROPERTIES FOR DELIQUENT UTILITIES
WHEREAS, a special assessment be placed on the Myles Investments, Robert Myles property, 210 Highway 212 West, for the delinquent utility bill in the amount of $2,796.84; and for mowing and garbage removal $450.00.  Total to certify $3,246.84. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Hector, Minnesota, that the City of Hector levy special assessments to be placed on the tax role payable in 2010 and certified with the County Auditor.

Passed this 13th day of July, 2009.









____________________________









Acting Mayor, Mark Schwiderski

ATTEST:

__________________________

Barbara M. Hoyhtya, City Administrator

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Olson motioned to approve hiring of the following for the Fire Department pending background checks and physical and drug screen tests:


Dan Berntson


Cole Carlson


Michael Helgemo


Troy Plieseis


Andrew Wegscheid  

Bergsma seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
PARKS DEPARTMENT

Mike Kenney stated the Corn Chaff weekend went smoothly.  He has been reviewing budget items with Administrator Hoyhtya.  Acting Mayor Schwiderski and the Council Members thanked the city employees and the Corn Chaff Committee for their efforts in making the celebration a success.
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
Cory Klabunde, Chairman, stated the rezoning for Curt Sampson’s property was tabled for more information.  Council Member Olson questioned if all the property owners were talked to.  Mike Kenney stated all were notified.  
Harold Carstens, 120 3rd Street E., is requesting to construct a garage which exceeds the size limits, and would not comply with the ordinance unless the garage is connected to the house.  Carstens stated he could put up the garage and only the foundation for the connection to the home due to the increased expense.  The Commission advised Carstens to apply for a conditional use permit.  

STREET DEPARTMENT

Harold Carstens stated he has been digging out gate valves and manholes with Jerome Schueller in preparation for street patching.  He also helped Schueller smoke test at the school for their roof drains.  He located stakes for Curt Sampson’s property which he has requested to rezone.  Council Member Olson thanked Carstens for his work in preparation for the mini-rod event for the Corn Chaff weekend.  
SWIMMING POOL
Council Member Bergsma has been asked by citizens to change day and evening rates at the swimming pool such as a possible day pass.  Suggestions will be forwarded to the Pool Committee for consideration.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated some fund raiser will be addressed and a committee meeting will be scheduled.  
WATER/WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT

Jerome Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  Schueller stated that the permit fee will increase for 2010 and more testing will be required resulting in more chemicals.  Council Member Olson questioned Schueller if there was information at the water plant in the event that Schueller was not working, someone would be able to handle the plant.  Schueller stated there was a manual at the plant, but chemical adjustments are made according to what lab test results show and there is no information on arsenic since not many plants have this problem.  Schueller stated that someone with his license would know how to handle the situation according to lab results.  
Administrator Hoyhtya stated the Fire Marshall stated that hydrants need to be located within 300-400 feet of each other.  This hydrant can not be removed completely just moved. David Palm, Bolton & Menk Engineering, suggested not to use the existing hydrant because of possible leaks later.  Kahl stated the hydrant needs to be moved close to the building or it would be useless to move the hydrant.  Greg Krueger stated all the fire hydrants on Main Street are with six feet from the buildings.  Kahl stated he would pay for all the work but he would not pay for a new hydrant.  Dave Nelson stated (from experience) if a truck would hit and damage the hydrant, insurance would cover it.  Schueller stated he could not get parts for the existing hydrant and a new hydrant should be installed.  Schueller stated there are three hydrants leaking at this time and the budget has no money to repair them.  Kahl questioned if the curb area next to the building could be cut down so the hydrant could be next to the building on the same grade as it is now and reuse the existing hydrant.  Kahl stated he has a laser and could landscape around the hydrant.  Bipes motioned to move the hydrant (if it could be placed according to grade) to the northwest side of Kahl’s building using the same hydrant.  Olson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Schueller stated he wanted to note it on record that he doesn’t recommend this and would prefer the hydrant be located on the boulevard of Greg Krueger, 550 3rd Street E.  Kahl stated he would also fix the catch basis a this time at no charge to the city.  
Water and sewer rates were tabled to the next Council meeting due to the new projections Schueller came up with at this meeting.
The Council discussed the existing ordinance regarding maintenance and repair of sewer lines and possibly amending the ordinance for the property owner to be responsible for repairs all the way to the main line.  The council asked for numbers from previous years.  $4,650 in 2008, $2,500 in 2007 and $38,074 for 2006, this does not include street repairs.  Administrator Hoyhtya talked about how the cities of Sleepy Eye and Olivia charge for sewer repairs.  With the existing ordinance, it is impossible to budget for repairs according to Schueller.  Administrator Hoyhtya will prepare information on what would be fair for all residents regardless of where the sewer main is.
Schueller reviewed the letter from the Minnesota Department of Health on haloacetic acids, trihalomethane results.  All results were good.  

ADMINISTRATION

Ann Broderius was not able to be at the meeting but submitted a proposal for a fund raiser for banners for the new light poles on Main Street.  She has suggested the banners to be blue and white with a mustang with the printing saying Home of the BL-H Mustangs.  Council Member Olson questioned Kenney how long banners last.  Kenney stated 8 to 10 years depending on the banner and the brackets.  Olson questioned how long the slogan would last with bringing in another school district.  Olson stated we are in Hector and she would like the banner to say Hector.  Council Member Bergsma stated he would like to see something like “Welcome to Hector”.  Council Member Bergsma, Mayor Heerdt, and Administrator Hoyhtya will meet with Ann Broderius.  Banner issue tabled.  
Pioneerland Library has submitted their 2010 budget request which is the same as 2009.  Acting Mayor Schwiderski stated he would like to see Pioneerland Library freeze wages.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated she requested this at a meeting; however, their employees are union.   Schwiderski stated he would like to see a letter for the council requesting to freeze union and non-union employee wages.  Jerome Schueller questioned if we could contract with another library.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated Pioneerland Library consists of 38 libraries, if we would drop Pioneerland Library we would be by ourselves and would not have access to books and other resources.  Sheryl Reuber questioned what the library costs per year.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated the total budget is $41,566 which includes expenses, salaries, books, phone, and utilities.
Delinquent water/sewer/landfill bills total $5,751.62.  $5,103.57 is from fore closures, or people that have walked away.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Olson motioned to approve the monthly payables and additional payables in the amount of $133,318.47.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

The Council reviewed the monthly financials.  As of June the budget is on schedule.  

Council Member Olson stated she and Council Member Schwiderski have been meeting with representatives from Buffalo Lake on how to share equipment and manpower.  Buffalo Lake did not have any LGA reductions.  No actions or decisions have been made.  Schwiderski stated he has spoken to Bird Island and Fairfax and they show an interest in having meetings.  Acting Mayor Schwiderski will contact those cities and coordinate with Administrator Hoyhtya.  Council Member Olson asked the public in attendance for suggestions on reducing budget expenses.

Chief Kozel was not able to attend due to a vandalism call.  Administrator Hoyhtya presented his monthly report to the Council.  

Administrator Hoyhtya thanked everyone for their efforts during the Corn Chaff celebration.  All the departments worked together to bring the community a safe and enjoyable event.  The Police Department was very visible and Officer Charlie was very helpful with the bike rodeo promoting helmet use and safe riding habits.  
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Joyce Carstens questioned the blight letter process.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated letters were sent out and some people have responded.  The letters have been sent back to the Police Department to recheck.  If not corrected, they will receive a citation and have ten days to comply.  If action is not taken after that time, they will be fined.  Sheryl Reuber stated that the city/county shed has as much blight as other citizens that received letters.  Acting Mayor Schwiderski motioned that the Police Department be sent a letter to process the blight issue immediately.  Olson seconded.  Bipes opposed.  Motion carried.  

At this time the city has no ordinance on junk type vehicles on private property.  Administrator Hoyhtya and Chief Kozel will work on an ordinance and present at the next meeting.  Cory Klabunde questioned how many vehicles could be on one property.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated we have not limits.  
Renville County did an alcohol compliance check and one Hector establishment was not in compliance and received a warning.  Additional failures will result in fines and possible suspension of their license which is up to the city.  
Upcoming Meetings:  
· July 27th – City Council Meeting
ADJOURNMENT

Olson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bergsma seconded.  Adjournment time 8:53 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     _______________________________


                                                                 Mark Schwiderski, Acting Mayor
