 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 9, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on April 9, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:   Roger Newman, Steve Squibb, and Mark Schwiderski.  Members Absent:  Gary Bipes.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller,  Kurt Kozel.   Citizens in attendance:  Jason Lange, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Winebarger, and Currin Kerling.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Squibb motioned to approve the agenda.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Schwiderski motioned to approve the minutes of the March 12th regular Council Meeting.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL
Joe Winebarger questioned his responsibility for the water bills for Nelson’s Marketplace.  City Ordinance states any unpaid water/sewer/landfill bills will be assessed to the property owner if not paid.  Carey Nelson did not pay his water bill.  The building went back to Tony Engst because Carey Nelson defaulted on payment.  During this process Mr. Engst did not contact the City as to when he became the owner again.  Mr. Winebarger contacted us and put the service in his name and has a current balance.  The City was never contacted by anyone during the process of changing ownership to check on any assessments or pending assessments.  If that had been done, they would have been informed of the outstanding water/sewer/landfill billing.  Mr. Winebarger requested the Council to defer payment of the outstanding balance from Nelson’s Marketplace until the building is sold.  The Council requested Mr. Winebarger to contact Tony Engst and update the Council at the May meeting of his response.  
Currin Kerling addressed the Council regarding a towing and impound fee of $115.00 due to snow plowing.  Kerling stated she was hospitalized at Sioux Falls due to an accident and since she was not in town, could not move her vehicle off the street.   Kerling stated her neighbor got a $20.00 ticket the following week because his car was parked in the street.  She questioned why her vehicle was towed and she paid much more when her neighbor had the same situation.  Administrator Jaunich stated that since the police department was not able to get a tow truck, the parking ticket was issued.  Schwiderski motioned to refund $35.00 of the fee since the City did pay the tow fee.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  The Council will review policies and fines for parking during snow emergencies.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS

· Equalization Hearing April 16th at 6:00PM in the Community Center.
· The City Council will begin meeting twice a month in May.

· Early Bird registration for the League Conference is April 27th.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Ordinance 231 states that all new installations of water and sewer services have tracer wires installed.  Gopher State One-call states that the City is responsible for lines to the residence and tracer lines will allow us to locate the lines.  Administrator Jaunich will contact our building inspector for his input on this.  
The proposed change to City Code 151.077 will go the Planning Commission for a public hearing.  This will clarify foundation requirements on new construction and a roof pitch of at least 4/12 or greater.

A new law passed in 2006 requires the City to reimburse the township for loss of taxes for one year payable over a two to 8 year time frame.  This will apply to the annexation of the Fairway Construction building.  Administrator Jaunich will verify the exact amount payable to Hector Township.  
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Harold stated catch basins have been cleaned.  All streets have been swept for the first time. He has reviewed areas that need street patching.  The tack oil spill at the Fairway building has been cleaned.  Administrator Jaunich is pursuing who is responsible.  Signs for Sampson’s 3rd Addition will be installed when the posts can be put in.
· Jerome reviewed his monthly report and presented the Council with a Certificate of Commendation for the wastewater plant for 2006.  Jerome will order meters for the meter replacement program.  The sidewalk by the News*Mirror is undermined and needs to be dug up to locate the problem.  

· Mike has been grading alleys, repairing the street sweeper, and has the honey wagon ready to spread sludge.
· Officer Kozel stated they have been busier now with the season changing.

· Administrator Jaunich stated the audit was being conducted and more blight complaints are coming in.  Mayor Heerdt, Council Member Schwiderski, and Administrator Jaunich met with Buffalo Lake in an informal meeting.  A future meeting will be scheduled.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chief Fauglid has discussed eating out of town with his employees and presented two proposals.  Council Member Schwiderski suggested a displinary clause be added.  Since Chief Fauglid was not in attendance, Squibb motioned to table the issue.  Schwiderski seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Kenney graded the alley south of Elm between Main Street and 2nd Street East and it appears to be in good shape now.  The alley needs time to settle.  Mayor Heerdt did speak with Paintin Place and they did agree the condition of the alley had improved.  

NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Newman motioned to approve the payables.   Squibb seconded.  Motion carried.
CITY ISSUES
Quotes for water service to the new fire hall are as follows:


Juul Contracting

$5892.15


Hjerpe



$5985.00


Kiehle



$9817.00

Squibb motioned to accept the bid from Juul Contracting in the amount of $5892.15.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Schwiderski motioned to accept a contract with a 3% increase with Honey Do for mowing the cemetery.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Council discussed seal coating for 2007.  Administrator Jaunich suggested sectioning the City and doing a portion each year.  $35,000 is in the 2007 budget.  Council Members will review and make suggestions at the next meeting.  

Council Member Bipes arrived at 8:42PM.

Heerdt motioned to schedule Spring Clean-up week scheduled for May 7th to May 11th with only grass and leaves to be picked up.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  No appliance pick-up will be available.  Vehicles can be picked up by completing a form from the office.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Administrator Jaunich will schedule a meeting with the fire hall committee.
ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:46 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

