 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

 SECOND MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 28, 2009
CALL TO ORDER – MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 5:30PM with the pledge of allegiance by Mayor Jeff Heerdt.  Members present: Council Members: Mark Schwiderski, Ralph Bergsma, and Janet Olson. Absent: Gary Bipes  Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, City Administrator.  Visitors: Craig Schultz with CDS Inspections, LLC. Al Rice State of Minnesota Department of Transportation and Dave Palm with Bolton & Menk.  Citizens present: Mike Jacoby, Lowell Grimm, Marlys Hagstrom, Steven Squibb, Harold Carstens, and Jerome Schueller.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Council Member Olson motioned to approve the agenda with the following addition, hail damage to the city buildings.  Council Member Bergsma seconded.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted to approve the agenda, none votes against, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Member Schwiderski motioned to approve the minutes of the September 18, 2009 Special Council Meeting.  Council Member Olson seconded.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

The city had a RFP for a building inspector.  Two proposals were received with only one complying with the proposal.  Craig Schultz from CDS Inspections, LLC presented his proposal for building inspector.  He would like to have a three year contract and would offer a graduating scale of the following for fees:

2010 79%

2011 78%

2012 77%

The only thing that he changed in his proposal from this past year is a new fee of $50 from $30 for the plumbing fee.  He added a gas line fee of $30.00 as he has to test the gas line for an air test.  He also would like the option to add a fuel surcharge if the price of fuel goes above $3.39 per gallon this would have to come before the council first.

Motion by Council Member Olson to approve the contract with CDS Inspections, LLC for three years with the declining rates with a second by Council Member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

The council went out for RFP on health insurance.  State Farm does not do health insurance, Security Insurance looked at Blue Cross Blue Shield and felt they could not compete with HealthPartners so did not put in a bid.  The city did receive a bid for Blue Cross Blue Shield rates from Southwest West Central CCOGA Service Cooperative.  This again was Blue Cross Blue shield rates and was $2,000 more than HealthPartners.

Marlys Hagstrom is recommending based on the current economic climate the plan for $750/$0 deductible that would keep the cost closer to last year’s premium without adding additional financial stress to the employee.  The council then looked at the percentage that the city pays for health insurance for employees and their families.   The council wants to keep the cost about the same as 2009.  Motion by Council Member Schwiderski to accept Winter Insurance’s bid for HealthPartners $750/$40 Plan with the city paying 100% of single coverage and 50% of family coverage, second by council member Olson. Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.       
Dave Palm, Bolton & Menk filled the council in on the downtown street lighting.    4-5 lights keep coming on and going off at odd hours.  Al Rice from the Minnesota Department of Transportation said that their engineers reviewed the lighting situation and the city has three options to put in a photo cell in next cabinet that would regulate all the decorative lights or put a timer in the cabinets or leave the lights on all the time.  The timer would be the more accurate of the two options.  Either way the state would offer their labor free of charge to install them.  This may cancel the warranty with Design Electric.  The council would like more information on the warranty.  The reason the city decided to have the photo cells on the lights was to save money on electricity shutting the decorative lights off sometime during the night. 
It was asked of Palm if he has gone back to the people to see why this is happening.  The photo cell is working but is being triggered by some other source of light.  A hood on these lights was discussed.  Palm will find out more on the warranty and the cost of the options.
Duinincks is asking that the council approve the final payment as most of the project is done.  They have yet to tighten the bolts on the light poles and the anchor bolts and wedges have not come yet.  No final payment until the project is completely done including the lights.

Bolton & Menk will inspect the lights after they have been tightened.  Harold will inspect on Tuesday to see if there has been any damage since the winds this past weekend.
PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS
Council Member Schwiderski talked about the cemetery meeting.  They discussed:

1. Policies at the cemetery

2. Lay out of the current cemetery

3. RFP for the cost of expansion

4. Software for cemetery management

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 09-25 Accepting Donations for the new banners for the decorative lights downtown in the amount of $1,023.00 with the following making donations:

Ralph Larson Chevrolet

CJW Trucking Inc.

Charlie & Jan Melberg

Mark & Michelle Melberg

David & Anne Broderius

Donna Broderius
Brian & Shelly Broderius
Rod & Laura Girodat

Jeff Stamer Farms

Richard, Sherri, Bill & Samantha Broderius

Lloyd & Maxine Broderius

Steven & Doreen Nelson & Sons

Totally U Salon
Motion by Council Member Olson to accept the donation of money to be used for banners, second by Bergsma.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS
October 12, 2009 council meeting the Mayor will be a little late.

The city takes out a Public Employee Blanket Bond to cover any lose of money.  Two bids were received:

Associated Insurance Agents $245.00 for $20,000 of coverage no deductible.

League of MN Cities $233.00 for $50,000 of coverage with a $250.00 deductible

Motion to take coverage from League of MN Cities by Council Member Olson, second by Council Member Schwiderski.   Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson, Schwiderski voted in favor none votes against.  Motion passed.  
The council discussed vehicle maintenance and going out for bids for routine maintenance and an hourly rate for repairs.  They would like to see what the cities options are.  Motion by Council Member Olson to go out for bids for routine maintenance and an hourly rate for repair, second by Bergsma.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

The council discussed addressing employees when they are at council meetings as they are there as citizens and not paid employees.  The council will get a report from the department heads in their packets and if they want additional information they can contact the administrator to get the information.

The Contracting Services Agreement between the City of Hector and Steven Clobes, DBA Steven’s Sanitation was typed up wrong with it stating the following:

The terms of this contract shall be for three (3) years starting on January 1, 2007 and ending on December 31, 2010.    Motion by council members Schwiderski to change the wording to the terms of the contract shall be for four (4) years starting on January 1, 2007 and ending on December 31, 2010, second by Olson.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor none voted against.  Motion carried.
Council Member Bergsma motioned to purchase blades for the pay-loader and plow for $1,135.44 from RDO-JD Marshall for the bucket and $725.00 from Renville County for the plow, second by Council Member Schwiderski.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.    

Street Superintendent, Harold Carstens is proposing increases in equipment for the 2009 – 2010 snow seasons.  Motion to increase rates for the snow plow equipment, second by council Member Schwiderski.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson, and Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion passed. 
Park Superintendent, Mike Kenney had bids for different mowers for the council.  Motion to purchase the bush hog from Battes for $8,056.24 including sales tax by Council Member Bergsma, second Council Member Olson.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson, Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against.  Motion carried.

The locks for the community center were tabled because of the high cost to replace.  Motion by Council Member Schwiderski to repair the back door push bar, second by council member Bergsma.  Bergsma, Heerdt, Olson, Schwiderski voted in favor, none voted against. Motion carried.    

The council reviewed the financials.

The City Administrator’s job description and ordinance 31.01 was placed in the packets at the request of a council member for their review.

TCW has mailed flyers to the residents of Hector.  They are not allowed to service Hector residents as the city has a contract with Steven’s Sanitation.  They will be either putting a message in the paper or sending out flyers again stating they can not service residents.
The hail damage for the city roofs are tabled until the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Olson motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bergsma seconded.  Adjournment time 7:30 PM.
Upcoming Events:

· City Council Meeting October 12, 2009 7:00 PM.

__________________



_______________________
Respectively Submitted



Jeff Heerdt, Mayor

Barbara M. Hoyhtya
