 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

JULY 9, 2007
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM on July 9, 2007, by Mayor Heerdt with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members:    Steve Squibb, Gary Bipes, Robert Newman.  Members absent:  Mark Schwiderski.  Staff present:  Matt Jaunich, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Tony Fauglid.   Citizens in attendance:  Dr. Rick Clark, Mike Jacoby.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Newman motioned to approve the agenda.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bipes motioned to approve the minutes of the June 19th Council Meeting.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING

(None)
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL
Stuart Bonniwell, City Auditor, reviewed the 2006 audit with the Council.  State aid contributes 75% of the Cities’ operating revenues.  All departments were within their budgets.   Significant financial activities included development of a housing project, purchase of equipment which included a fire truck, purchase of a building for a fire hall, and airport improvements.   Bipes motioned to accept the 2006 audit.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Dr. Clark addressed the Council regarding the City giving the baseball park to the school.  Currently the City does not use the park.  The school has a donor that has offered to improve the park which would include a concession stand upgrade and other areas.  Dr. Clark will recommend the school board accept the property at the next school board meeting.    

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS

· An open house with information on Highway 212 will be held in Stewart on July 10th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.  Mayor Heerdt will attend.
· Corn Chaff Days is July 12th to the 15th.

· City Council meeting at 5:30 PM on Monday, July 23rd at City Hall.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
Squibb motioned to adopt Ordinance 234 which amends the grass/weeds ordinance.  Roger seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Harold stated preparation is underway for Corn Chaff Days,  sealcoating has been completed, the Ash Ave storm sewer is full of roots and needs to be cleaned, MNDOT will be removing some poles near Hwy 212 & 4, the street sign for Sampson’s addition has arrived.
· Jerome reviewed his monthly report stating all requirements were met.  
· Mike stated the basketball court has been resurfaced at the main park, crosswalks are being painted, park equipment has been painted and mulch place under the playground equipment.  A seal is leaking at the pool and will be replaced if the problem worsens. 
· Chief Fauglid stated approvals have been received for closing roads for the Corn Chaff parade.  The County radio system has been upgraded and working much better.  The Fairfax Veterinary Clinic will be closed for one month which leaves us with no place for impounding dogs or cats.  Activity has increased including domestic assaults.

· Administrator Jaunich stated employee reviews have been started.  He attended the League Conference with Mayor Heerdt and encouraged all Council Members to attend.  The conference includes vendors, sessions on many topics, and gives the opportunity to visit with other communities.  

· Mayor Heerdt stated Robert Myles is still interested in the grocery store project.  A meeting will be scheduled with Mason Brothers.  Heerdt contacted the City of Buffalo Lake regarding setting up a meeting regarding sharing of equipment.  The Clerk will bring this issue to their Council.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(none)
NEW BUSINESS
APPROVAL OF PAYABLES
Squibb motioned to approve the payables.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CORN CHAFF DAYS

Newman motioned to grant an off-premise liquor license for the American Legion for Saturday, July 14th and Sunday, July 15th.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bipes motioned to grant a dance permit to The Other Place for Friday, July 13th.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

Bipes motioned to grant the closing of Ash Avenue West between Main Street and 2nd Street W for mini-rods Sunday, July 15th.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Squibb motioned to grant the closing of 2nd Street West from Douglas Avenue to Highway 212 for the car show.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
CITY ISSUES
Bipes motioned to purchase a new VS5500 radio for the ambulance from Pro Communications in the amount of $1813.88 which includes installation.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.
Hector Industries has offered to sell to the City 6.2 acres east of Agriliance for $7300.  Since this  has railroad access, it would be good commercial property.  Bipes motioned to purchase the property with the City contributing money to the EDA and the EDA making the purchase.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Council discussed joining the Minnesota Association of Small Cities and declined to join.  

Marie Roiger requested to replace the sidewalk at her home on 310 Cedar Avenue East with a quote of $780.  Since this in not in the budget, she will be informed to schedule the repair next year.  

In 2004 MNDOT would not participate in a coop agreement because of  reconstruction plans scheduled for 2014.  At this time MDOT has no schedule for repair of Hwy 4 and Administrator Jaunich suggested trying to again enter into a coop agreement with MNDOT for replacement of sidewalks and lights.  Newman motioned to adopt Resolution 07-14 which requests the engineers to prepare a report for this agreement.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.    
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
A new program to reduce childhood obesity by walking to school has been labeled “Safe Route School Program”.  This is a non-matching grant for infrastructure for schools with enrollment of K-8.  The program would involve working with the school and the county.  A cost study would range from $4,000 to $5,000.  Administrator Jaunich will request Bolton & Menk to attend the July 23rd Council Meeting to review the program.

ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Bipes seconded.  Adjournment time 8:35 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk

