 HECTOR CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 14, 2008
CALL TO ORDER
A meeting of the Hector City Council was called to order at 7:00PM with the pledge of allegiance on March 10, 2008, by Mayor Heerdt.  Members present:  Mayor Jeff Heerdt, Council Members: Gary Bipes, Roger Newman, Steve Squibb, Mark Schwiderski.   Staff present:  Barbara Hoyhtya, Barb Johnson, Harold Carstens, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, Kurt Kozel.  Citizens in attendance: Jason Lange, Penny Macik.  Others in attendance:  Randy Mertz, David Palm.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Newman motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of airport septic under Administration.  Squibb seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Squibb motioned to approve the minutes of the March 10th Regular Council Meeting with the following addition: Jeff Broderius offered the Airport Chairman the information on the window changes for the arrival/departure building, but the Chairman declined the offer.  Also the March 18th Special Emergency Meeting, the April 7th Special Meeting and the April 7th Board of Review.  Bipes seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.

BOARD OF REVIEW

At 7:07PM, the Board of Review meeting was reopened.  Randy Mertz stated he review the following parcels with the following recommendations:


Bernice Penkert (33-02835-00), 531 3rd St. E. – Mertz stated the home has had no upgrading and is in need of repairs such as the roof, windows, siding, and stress cracks in the garage.  Both chimneys are not functional.  Mertz recommended changing the value from $93,800 to $69,100.

Judith Ovitt (33-01405-00), 301 5th St. W. – Mertz found the basement was 50% finished, the home had a fenced backyard and patio, window air instead of central air and recommended a value change from $94,500 to $81,000.


Ralph Bergsman III (33-02555-00), 131 DuPont Ave NE. – Mertz stated there was no furnished basement but there was a dormer on the back of the home.  He recommended a value change from $99,400 to $93,100.  


Our Own Hardware (33-00595-00), 155 Main St. S. – Mertz stated the upstairs apartment ceiling was totally shot and there was mold under the carpet.  Considering function of the building, depreciation, and economic conditions, Mertz recommended a reduction from $50,500 to $22,500.  

Schwiderski motioned to approve the recommendations as presented.  Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL

David Palm, representing Bolton & Menk Engineering, reviewed the detailed plans for the downtown sidewalk and lighting improvements.  A meeting with Allen Rice, MNDOT representative will be scheduled within the next two weeks.  Palm proposed a trench drain system in the sidewalks to drain water from buildings with awnings.  The decorative railings proposed will require a strong base to support the railings.  Administrator Hoyhtya will contact business owners regarding placement of decorative railings.  The project will request MNDOT to paint crosswalks and handicap areas.  Buildings with brick fronts will require the sidewalk to be sawed leaving some of the old sidewalk so as not to disturb the brick front.  Council discussed a handicap parking area for the Post Office and one in front of the Community Center/Library.   Jason Lange questioned if the handrail at the Post Office would be repaired.  Administrator Hoyhtya will contact the Masonic Lodge (Post Office owners) to discuss the handrail.  Lighting will be both cobra and a black decorative pole with a concrete base.  Council discussed a night photocell that would allow the decorative lights to turn on for part of the night which would save electricity.  The Council questioned if Xcel Energy would continue to maintain the lighting.  Administrator Hoyhtya will check with Xcel Energy.   A meeting for this project was scheduled for April 28th, 5:15PM at City Hall.  
Hector Library Day will be May 8th as part of National Library Week.  

The Council recognized Gail Dean and Anne Heerdt for their service as Library volunteers.

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

The Council reviewed Ordinance 110.20 Public Dance.  At the present time we do not require an officer to be present at the dance as the ordinance states.  There is also the question if a permit is required for karokee or DJ’s.  Administrator will check ordinances with other cities.  Tabled to the May meeting.  

Squibb motioned to adopt Resolution 08-12 which approves a transfer of $85,000 from the 4M fund to the general fund.   Newman seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMITTEES

· Police Department:  Chief Kozel stated the pursuit class held at the Hector Airport was a success and thanked the City and the Airport Advisory  Board for use of the airport.  Kozel stated the email virus problem was being worked on this evening.  Officer Koford reported while responding to a car rollover, he lost control of the squad and slid into a ditch.  An insurance report was filed.    Penny Macik questioned if the Police Department could notify Prairie View if there were storm/tornado warnings.  Administrator Hoyhtya will contact Tealwood and request a weather alert system be purchased.   
· Park Department: Kenney is working on pool repairs – the pumps are repaired and ready to install.  The damaged police squad is out of service and Mike is waiting for estimates on repairs.  The school has donated basketball hoops for the park.  

· Street Department: Carstens stated his department has been sweeping streets, trimming trees, and cleaning catch basins.  The area by Hector Legion has been roped off and it appears to find the problem, it will need to be dug up.    
· Water/Wastewater Department: Schueller reviewed his monthly report.  An agreement was made with the City of Buffalo Lake to take some of their wastewater.  An insurance claim was submitted for the broken water main which caused water and sewage into the basement of the Dale Degner home.  When looking for the cause of the damage in the basement, Sentry Enviromental’s camera was used and broke.  This is Schueller’s camera and he felt the City should turn the cost of repair ($1,676.25) with the insurance claim since the camera was rented from the City and the adjuster suggested a camera be used to locate the problem.   At this time, we have no contract with Sentry Enviromental for camera use.  Administrator Hoyhtya suggested that if the camera is used, only Schueller should operate it.  Council Member Schwiderski suggested a contract be prepared.  Council Member Newman suggested that Allied Adjusters advise if the camera repair be included with the claim.
· Administration:  Senator Coleman announced that 14 airports will receive grant funding from the Federal Aviation Administration.  $136,451 has been designated to Hector for the construction of a new arrival/departure building and the purchase of snow removal equipment.   Bipes motioned to enter into a contract with Honey-Do Lawn Service for mowing the cemetery with a 3% rate increase from the previous contract.  Squibb seconded.  Motioned carried unanimously.  Administrator Hoyhtya proposed the Council packets be delivered in interdepartmental envelopes which can be reused to save expenses.  Council agreed.  Administrator Hoyhtya, Mike Kenney, Jerome Schueller, and Kurt Kozel attended the 2008 Safety & Loss Control Workshop.  Administrator Hoyhtya stated a handbook is in the office and invited the Council to review at their convenience.  A report of delinquent utility accounts was presented to the Council.  Payment schedules have been made with accounts seriously past due.  SEH has notified us that the County will only approve a permit for a septic holding tank at the proposed arrival/departure building at the airport if the home and the hangar are included in the tank and the City will commit to develop a septic mound system within the next 2-3 years.  The home owner will be responsible for expenses to connect the home and the hangar.   
NEW BUSINESS
PAYABLES

Newman motioned to approve the payables and additional payables in the amount of $106,207.15.  Squibb seconded.   Schwiderski abstained.  Motion carried.  
Administrator Hoyhtya stated there was a problem with receiving information on City liability and property insurance on a timely basis.  As of now everything is covered including the new fire hall with a 5% increase; however, the new adjusted values were not added.  Council Member Squibb apologized on behalf of Security Insurance and stated this would not happen again and requested any further problems be directed to him.

Financial reports were presented to the Council.  No comments at the meeting.  

CITY ISSUES

The EDA is doing well.  Prairie View has a new manager, Jennifer Macik.  Some windows will be replaced with their funds.  $5,000 is being deposited monthly from Prairie View into the EDA account.  Only one studio apartment in the assisted living is vacant at this time.  Apparently Bird Island is planning on building a unit similar to Prairie View.  
Jason Lange questioned the approach at the new fire hall.  MNDOT will repair the approach.  

Penny Macik brought up the problem of blight.  Administer Hoyhtya suggested a big dumpster be brought in and those using the dumpster be charged for what they are putting in and after that service has been offered and blight still exists – they be sited for blight.  With so many dumpsters throughout the City, it was addressed that Steve’s Sanitation charge monthly for a dumpster even if the dumpster is not used and emptied each month.  This would possibly eliminate dumpsters that are only used on an occasional basis.  No action taken.  Spring Clean-up week scheduled for May 12th through May 16th.    Administer Hoyhtya will contact TCW to see if an additional dumpster can be added to the old fire hall site or have the existing dumpster emptied more frequently.  
Council Member Squibb requested an additional $3,000 for doors and sheetrock for the new fire hall.  Schwiderski motioned to grant the request.  Bipes seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Squibb motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Schwiderski seconded.  Adjournment time 9:30 PM.
                                                                ________________________________

                                                                 Respectively Submitted

                                                                 Barb Johnson, Deputy Clerk





     _______________________________


                                                                 Jeff Heerdt, Mayor
