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CITY OF HECTOR
PUBLIC MEETING AND SPECIAL MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

DECEMBER 15, 2014

PRESENT: Acting Mayor Chuck Gentry, Council Members Doug Best, Greg Radermacher and Ralph Bergsma.

ABSENT: Mayor Steve Squibb

STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Blackwell, Karen Neuman, Karl Koford and Jerome Schueller.

GUESTS PRESENT: Frank Berg, Joyce Nyhus, Nate Scharmar, Scott Hable, and Doug Pomplun.

ALSO PRESENT: Marty Lawson, Stephanie Whalen, David Whalen, Brenda Miller, Kay Radermacher, Judy Johnson, Bruce Johnson, Betty Johnson, Ruth Hamilton, Jason Lange, Rita Berg, Gerald Johnson, Dennis Johnson, Darlene Johnson, Bill Dorman, Pat Wittenberg, Pam Macik, Julie Schafer, Judi Lange, Kevin Woldon, Wendy Wulkan, Joy Skucius, Lowell Grimm, Sheryl Reuber, Brian Broderius, Marlys Hagstrom, Penny Macik, Jan Gehling, Sunnie Borth, Roger Reefar, Don Olinger, Amy Hollan, Penny Kandt, Lisa Pierce, Brian Pierce, Seth Pierce, Kristine Pierce, Matt Sorem, Cindy Christopherson, Gary Bipes, Wayne Carrigan, Steve Gee, Todd Kramer, and several other people that didn’t sign in.   

Acting Mayor Chuck Gentry opened the public meeting following the pledge of allegiance.  

BUFFALO LAKE – Police Chief Frank Berg presented information on what would be included in a contract for law enforcement services with their Police Department.  The hourly contract rate would be $44.95 per hour.  Berg proposed to include 80 hours of patrol time and 88 hours of on-call time.

RENVILLE COUNTY – Sheriff Scott Hable presented information on contracting with the Sheriff’s Office.  Hable explained that he was asked by the city to present Renville County’s law enforcement contract and that he was not here to “sell” the contract.  Hable shared that it is his opinion that, from a community-oriented policing standpoint, Hector would be much better off maintaining its own police department, if feasible.  Hable described that the best community-oriented policing includes officers who reside in and develop a bond with the community, raise their family there and have a true vested interest in the city.  Hable said that he was reluctant to start contracted policing for cities because community-oriented policing would diminish, but realized that some communities in Renville County were struggling to keep police officers long-term, which resulted in a “revolving door” of officers.  When asked by those cities, a contract was developed to try to help those cities re-gain some stability in policing.  Hable commented that the Sheriff’s Office contracts police services in Morton and Bird Island, both of which seem to be working well.  The contract that the Renville County Board has ratified is for a three year term at an hourly rate of $45.803 in 2015, $46.719 in 2016 and $47.420 in 2017, which includes a 2% increase in year two and 1.5% in year three.  Hable explained several specific terms within the county’s contract, but reiterated that he felt that it was best for Hector to maintain its own police department, if possible.

COUNCIL – Chuck Gentry asked questions regarding response time requirements and training requirements.  Ralph Bergsma asked about ordinance enforcement.  Berg and Hable offered information and answers to those questions.

PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS – Several residents including Wendy Wulkan, Gary Bipes, Lowell Grimm, Brian Pierce, Ruth Hamilton, Joyce Nyhus, Karl Koford, Steve Gee, Jason Lange, and Sheryl Reuber were given the opportunity to make comments or asked questions.  Several comments were made in support of the city maintaining their own Police Department.    

MAYOR/CLERK COMMENTS – Clerk Blackwell read Mayor Squibb’s comments addressed to the City Council that included his recommendation to approve a contract for law enforcement services with the Renville County Sheriff’s Department.  Clerk Blackwell then addressed the City Council with her comments and recommendation to contract for law enforcement services with the Renville County Sheriff’s Department. 

Acting Mayor Chuck Gentry closed the Public Meeting and opened the Special Meeting.

MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the agenda.  

MOTION by Greg Radermacher to keep the Hector Police Department.  The motion died for the lack of a second.  

MOTION by Chuck Gentry to appoint the Renville County Sheriff’s Department to serve as the CLEO for the Hector Police Department; Gentry then amended his motion to appoint Renville County Chief Deputy Doug Pomplun to serve as the CLEO for the Hector Police Department, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried.  Greg Radermacher opposed the motion.  Doug Best abstained from voting. 

MOTION by Ralph Bergsma and seconded by Doug Best to adjourn the meeting.   



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk   



