


MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF HECTOR
REGULAR MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

JANUARY 12, 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]
PRESENT: Mayor Steven Squibb, Council Members Greg Radermacher, Doug Best, Chuck Gentry and Ralph Bergsma. 

STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Blackwell, Jerome Schueller, Karl Koford, and Jon Saunders.

ALSO PRESENT: Judy Johnson, Marlys Hagstrom, Aaron Walton, Marty Lawson, David Whalen, Stephanie Whalen, Lisa Pierce, Brian Pierce, Jason Lange, Frank Berg, Melissa Koford, Dennis Johnson, Wayne Carrigan, Seth Pierce, Kristine Pierce, Allan Kirgiss, Ronald Ruona, and Ruth Hamilton. 

OATH - Clerk Blackwell administered Oaths of Office for Steven Squibb, Chuck Gentry, Greg Radermacher and Doug Best.
  
Mayor Squibb opened the meeting following pledge of allegiance.  

AGENDA – MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried unanimously to approve the agenda with the addition of 530 Douglas Ave E.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS – Ruth Hamilton asked about previous special assessments and how the proposed project would impact properties still paying off special assessments.  Clerk Blackwell agreed to look into what previous assessments were for and consult with the engineer on funding sources for the proposed project.  

MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the following resolutions: 

Resolution 2015-1 Official Designations for 2015
Resolution 2015-2 City Authorization 
Resolution 2015-3 Designation of Financial Institution 
Resolution 2015-4 Allowing Electronic Fund Transfers 

AIRPORT – An airport advisory committee meeting will be held January 20, 2015.
  
EDA – Councilor Gentry reported that good reviews continue to be received on Jacob Work at Prairie View.  Gentry also noted there is a new tenant.

POLICE – Councilor Best stated there have been no issues on scheduling that he is aware of.

PUBLIC WORKS – Jerome Schueller reported that they are finishing year end tasks and reports.  The Mayor announced to the group that the recent utility billing service period was longer than usual and that the next billing will be shorter, due to the implementation of the radio read system.

LIBRARY – Mayor Squibb reported that Kathy Blackwell had served as his alternate at the December Pioneerland Library Board meeting.  

ADMINISTRATION – MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve a 5% ($.60 per hour) increase for Jessie Major effective at her six month anniversary.  The council also agreed to allow Jessie an additional four hours per month to clean the fire hall meeting rooms and bathrooms.   

ACCESS FEES – Clerk Blackwell reported on opinions received that support the city continue to charge water and sewer access fees in all cases including when water service is disconnected.  City Attorney Saunders stated the city is allowed to charge access fees.  

LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES – Mayor Squibb opened up the discussion and acknowledged Buffalo Lake City Attorney Aaron Walton’s request to be given an opportunity to present information to the Hector City Council.  It was noted that Buffalo Lake Councilor Nate Scharmer was to address the council at the meeting, but was called away for an emergency.  It was suggested that both city councils hold a joint meeting.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to table a decision regarding law enforcement in Hector, and to schedule a meeting with the Buffalo Lake Council within the next 30 days.  Doug Best abstained from the motion.  

DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATION – The Mayor stated that he has not had time to give any changes enough consideration.  Chuck Gentry suggested the council wait until after annual reviews are completed before any decisions are made.  Doug Best asked the council who should complete police officer reviews.  The Mayor suggested and the council agreed to have Karl Koford and Kurt Kozel complete reviews on themselves, then have the Personnel Committee review and make additions. 

MAY MEETING – The May meeting of the Hector City Council was rescheduled to Tuesday, May 13th, 2015 due to a scheduling conflict.   

530 DOUGLAS AVE E – City Attorney Jon Saunders explained the next step in acquiring the property at 530 Douglas Ave E.  Saunders can petition the court, but the city is obligated to deposit with the court an amount equal to the appraised value of the property.  Attorney Saunders will continue to seek the most efficient and economical way to obtain the property.  

MISCELLANEOUS – A recent Mediacom rate increase was noted. 

MOTION by Ralph Bergsma and seconded by Doug Best to adjourn the meeting.



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk



