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CITY OF HECTOR
REGULAR MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

APRIL 14, 2014

PRESENT: Mayor Steven Squibb, Council Members Ralph Bergsma, Doug Best, and Greg Radermacher.

ABSENT: Councilor Chuck Gentry

CITY STAFF PRESENT: Hugh Veit, Gary Groen, Kathy Blackwell, Pat Callahan, and Jerome Schueller, 

ALSO PRESENT: Steve Kramer, Mark Kramer, Commissioner Randy Kramer, Ken Rodmyer, Stephanie Whalen, Mike Jacoby, Allan Kirgiss, and Marty Lawson.  

Mayor Steven Squibb called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. following the pledge of allegiance.

AGENDA – MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the consent agenda.

CITY ENGINEER – Hugh explained MN PCA limits on the mechanical plant and how treatment of material from Triple J could impact maintaining compliance in the future.  A compliance schedule plan is being submitting to MN PCA and Hugh expects that the plan will be approved.  Triple J agreed to make changes in their water softening process as part of the compliance plan.  Hugh presented a bill from ITT for $400 for testing that was a requirement within the Renville County project plans.  A current set of project plans was presented and Hugh noted that the projects are still waiting on RD and County final approval.  The scope of the project will likely exceed the available funds.  The city attorney is working to obtain necessary easements that are not currently in place.  A storm sewer drainage issue in the 200 Block of 3rd Street East will be corrected within the project, at 100% city cost.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to approve payment of the $400 ITT bill, subject to RD approval.   

AEM – Gary Groen presented the 4th quarter 2013 unaudited cash balances and statement of revenues and expenditures.  CDS will be out to complete audit field work on April 29th.  CDS should have the financial statements completed and ready to submit in June.  Gary reviewed cash balances and noted that the city’s fund balance is within state auditor recommendations.  It was noted that debt service funds should be reviewed in 2014.  Gary reviewed the amounts being transferred to designated capital project funds and recommended approval of Resolution 2014-16.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Doug Best and carried to approve Resolution 2014-16 to approve the transfer of $273,623.47 from the General Fund to specified Designated Capital Project Funds, and the transfer of $103,641.25 from the General Fund to cover deficit cash balances and expenses in the Community Center and Fire Department Funds, and to close the Swimming Pool Fund, as of December 31, 2013.  

RURAL SERVICE DISTRICT – Mark Kramer inquired about the amount of property taxes paid on agriculture land owned within city limits.  Mark inquired about the city establishing a rural service district.  A brief discussion was held on the assessed value of the land, how taxes are calculated on the land, the difference in tax rate and services provided in a township versus a city, and the potential impact establishing a Rural Service District would have on other city properties.  It was noted that 2014 payable taxes are set and cannot be changed.  The council agreed to consider establishing a Rural Service District and they directed Clerk Blackwell to obtain further information and calculations prior to making a final decision.  

PUBLIC TRANSIT SUPPORT – Commissioner Randy Kramer explained the possible merger of the KAT transit and the Heartland Express transit systems and how services could change.  Kramer reported that the City of Hector has not been making the annual per capita based financial contribution of $1,749 as requested.  The council had no recollection of ever being presented with the request and agreed to consider future contribution requests.

TAX-FORFEITED LAND – Clerk Blackwell requested, and Commission Kramer agreed, to consider reducing the sale price on two tax-forfeited parcels in Hector.  A lower sale price could encourage a private party to purchase the properties. 

DUMPSTER – Mike Jacoby inquired about several dumpsters that appear to be in violation of a city ordinance that limits the amount of time a dumpster may remain on a property.  The mayor and council agreed to investigate enforcement of this ordinance.  

TRIPLE J – Mike Jacoby asked about the infrastructure improvements that specifically benefit Triple J.  Mayor Squibb stated that all the improvements were approved with the requirement that Triple J pre-pay for the improvements. 

AIRPORT – Councilor Bergsma stated that an airport commission meeting will be scheduled to review current and future lease agreements and hangar projects.

AMBULANCE/FIRE – Ambulance Captain Ken Rodmyre reported that an application for the Hector Ambulance to become a part time ALS (Advanced Life Support) service is being submitted to the MN EMS regulatory board.  Rodmyre asked for and the council agreed to provide a letter of support for the application.  Rodmyre stated that the enhanced service will be a benefit to the community in regards to advanced patient care and potential additional revenue generated.  Renville County was also asked and has provided their support of the application.  The application approval process could take several months.  Rodmyre noted that necessary additional equipment should not exceed the current budget.  Rodmyre asked the council to approve a new Ambulance Service member.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve adding Courtney Ruschmeyer to the Ambulance Roster.  

EDA – Mayor Squibb reported that the EDA is continuing to monitor Prairie View financials.  Squibb noted that available land is being sought for a business that has inquired about locating in Hector.  

POLICE – Chief Callahan stated that he has been in contact with the owner of 530 Douglas Avenue East where fire heavily damaged the house.  The property owner indicated his intention was to demolish the house, but he has not given the city a time frame.  If no progress is being made, the city can get assistance from the building inspector to expedite demolition.  Callahan has completed the First Responder course.  Callahan reported that the Police Department roster currently includes three part-time officers and recently two part-time officers were removed.  Even though part time officers don’t work regular shifts, Callahan would like to have more officers on the roster in the event he needs them.  Callahan recommended the council increase the part time officer hourly wage from $13.50 to $17 in efforts to attract additional officers.  MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to increase the hourly wage for part time officers from $13.50 to $17.  Doug Best abstained from the motion.  

PUBLIC WORKS – Utility Superintendent Jerome Schueller reported that the city received their 15th Certificate of Commendation recognizing exemplary efforts to comply with the MN Pollution Control Agency’s permit program.  Schueller noted and the council agreed that Designated Capital Project Funds should be established within the water and sewer funds.    

LIBRARY – The council agreed to wait until after the local library board meets on 4/22/14 to appoint someone to the vacant board position on the Pioneerland Library Board.  

TATANKA BLUFFS – Clerk Blackwell attended a Tatanka Bluffs board meeting to promote tourism in Renville and Redwood counties and will attend future meetings representing Hector.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Mayor Squibb updated the council on the Hoyhtya case.  The hearing has taken place and the city is waiting for the judge to rule on the amount of restitution.

MISCELLANEOUS – It was noted that the Spring Clean Up is scheduled for the week of April 21st and the Pet Clinic is scheduled for April 29th.

MOTION by Greg Radermacher and seconded by Ralph Bergsma to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:20 p.m.



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk



