MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF HECTOR
REGULAR MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

MAY 12, 2014

PRESENT: Mayor Steven Squibb, Council Members Chuck Gentry, and Greg Radermacher.

ABSENT: Councilor Doug Best and Councilor Ralph Bergsma

STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Blackwell, Hugh Veit, Gary Groen, Pat Callahan, Jerome Schueller, and Brian Meyer.

ALSO PRESENT: Mark Kramer, Taylor Newberg, Katie Kalenberg, Kyle Kubesh, Allan Kirgiss, Todd Kramer, and Marty Lawson.

Mayor Steven Squibb called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. following the pledge of allegiance.  

AGENDA – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to approve the agenda with the following items added; AEM attendance and report, DGR attendance, Resolution 2014-18, new ambulance personnel, squad car update, plow truck insurance claim, library custodian, public transit funding request, and 530 Douglas Ave E.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to approve the consent agenda.  

HUGH – A project update was given by Hugh.  Final approval has not yet been received from Rural Development, the MN Department of Health or the county.  Rural Development has a new approval process requiring regional approval that will delay the project schedule.  Right of way easements are still being obtained.  The compliance plan submitted to PCA for compliance regarding treatment of Triple J waste was approved.

CEMETERY – Hugh explained the cemetery expansion process to be a relatively simple process since the city was developing an area already owned by the city.  Moore Engineering will review the existing plat and begin work on an expansion.  

PARCEL ID #33-00516-00 – Hugh stated that he reviewed the property at 241 Birch Avenue East and if the city were to sell the building located in the Southwest corner, it would have no impact on the project.

RURAL WATER – Hugh stated the city has received a request from Jeff Stamer to connect his property at 80810 State Highway 4 to the city water system.  The council agreed to allow the request as long as Hugh reviews and approves the construction plans and connection method.  

MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to adopt Resolution 2014-18 Ordering Preparation of Report on Improvement to Cedar Avenue from the intersection of 9th Street to the eastern corporate limits and to improve Sampson’s Circle south of Cedar Avenue and to improve Bryant Avenue from TH 4 to the eastern corporate limits, per MN State Statutes Chapter 429.  The council noted that the city will only proceed with the improvement if a competitive bid is received as a result of the other infrastructure projects.

AEM – A first quarter 2014 report summary was presented by Gary Groen of AEM.  The general fund balance reflects cash flow of LGA and Levy receipts.  First quarter 2013 and 2014 were compared.  The tracking of all city investments was noted.  Gary again mentioned the new Capital Projects funds recently established.

RURAL SERVICE – Clerk Blackwell explained the statutory deadline to impact 2015 payable taxes and suggested the council appoint a committee to review more detailed information.  The committee can then bring a recommendation to the entire council for consideration.  The committee will consist of Greg Radermacher, Chuck Gentry and Kathy Blackwell.  Property owner Mark Kramer asked that the city stay on task to address this issue.

SOCIAL HOST – Police Chief Callahan addressed the need for a social host ordinance and recommended adopting a local ordinance.  This was considered a first reading of the proposed ordinance and it was noted that copies are available at city hall for review. 

AIRPORT – Brian Meyer of DGR requested the council approve a Master Agreement for services performed that establishes terms and responsibilities for work at the airport.  MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the Master Agreement with DGR Engineering.  

TASK ORDER – Meyer presented Task Order No. 1 for the South Hangar Taxiway Design.  The proposed work is necessary for future development.  A proposed hangar project has been presented to the Airport Advisory Committee.  However, the Advisory Committee has not yet approved Task Order No. 1.  The council asked that Meyer receive approval from the Advisory Committee prior to requesting council approval.  

AIRPORT ZONING – Meyer explained the ongoing process to update and coordinate the local, county, and joint board airport zoning ordinances.  Meyer agreed to revise the cost estimate submitted to MnDOT that funds 70% of the project.  Meyer will explain to MnDOT the scope of the project is more than just updating the local zoning.

AMBULANCE/FIRE – Mayor Squibb noted the ambulance service is seeking council approval to add two persons to the roster.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to add Jamie Bohlin and Ryan Kramer to the ambulance roster. 

POLICE – Chief Callahan stated that part time Officer Larry Dallmann has requested to be removed from the roster.  MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to remove Dallmann from the police department roster.  Callahan reported that the city has received four applications from area officers that are willing work in Hector part-time.  Callahan recommended that the city hire Denny Adamski, Matt Siefkes, Marcel Krueger, and Brent Zuhlsdorf as part time officers, pending background checks.   MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to hire the four applicants as recommended, pending background checks.  A policy Callahan submitted last fall will be reviewed again at the June meeting.  Callahan reminded the group that a permit is necessary for the use of a golf cart or ATV in city limits. 

ANIMAL ORDINANCE – Clerk Blackwell was directed to review information on allowing fowl to be kept within city limits.  

SQUAD – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Chuck Gentry and carried to accept the updated quote from Erickson Chevrolet-Pontiac, Inc. in the amount of $33,744.75 for the purchase of a 2015 Chevrolet Tahoe.  Callahan reported that a budget of $14,000 should be sufficient for equipment for the new squad, which was the amount the council recalled from previous discussions.

PUBLIC WORKS – Utilities Superintendent Jerome Schueller reminded that sump pumps should no longer be plumbed into the sanitary sewer.  Schueller explained a routine inspection he completed at the water treatment plant.  The severe winter and frost caused water main breaks and sanitary sewer back-ups.  Schueller hired a service to assist the city in finding water leaks.  As of May 8th, there were no longer any water service lines frozen.  Schueller updated the council on the city hall/theater roof and air conditioning project that is near complete.  

CRACK FILLING/PATCHING/DUST CONTROL – Schueller recommended and the council agreed that areas at the fire hall and Prairie View be identified for crack filling and patching work this year.  Schueller received quotes from WM Mueller, Bargen, and Glieden.  Dust control treatment and grading of alleys is scheduled as needed.

CCR – The Council agreed to publish the annual Consumer Confidence Report that had previously been mailed out with utility bills.

COUNCIL MEETING ATTENDANCE – Clerk Blackwell noted the benefit of having Schueller attend city council meetings and suggested the city pay Schueller to attend meetings.  Councilor Gentry questioned the late submission of Schueller’s monthly public works report.  Squibb suggested that the details and content of Schueller’s report be summarized.  The Council made no decision on paying Schueller to attend meetings.

PLOW CLAIM – A claim for damage to the plow on the 1992 truck was discussed.  Insurance will cover the cost to repair the plow estimated at $5,450, less a $250 deductible or pay that amount towards replacement of the plow.  The cost to replace the plow is $7,330.  MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to replace the plow.  

LIBRARY – Mayor Squibb offered and council approved his appointment to represent the City of Hector on the Pioneerland Library Board.  The party that has cleaned the library on a volunteer basis for the last five years is no longer available.  The council directed Clerk Blackwell to run an advertisement for custodial services and asked that city staff clean the facility until a custodian is hired.

ADMINISTRATION – Clerk Blackwell requested the city council clarify whether the Deputy Clerk is supervised by the City Clerk or Personnel Committee.  Gentry stated that the Personnel Committee communicated at the time Blackwell was hired that the Personnel Committee would continue supervision of the Deputy Clerk for the first six months.  Clerk Blackwell disagreed that this was ever communicated and disagreed with the practice of the Personnel Committee supervising the Deputy Clerk.

HEARTLAND EXPRESS – Mayor Squibb noted that the funding support of the transit system should be considered in the future.

ORDINANCE 50.40 DUMPSTERS – The council was informed that Steve Clobes followed up on the list of dumpsters that were in place for longer than 30 days.  Squibb addressed the intent of the ordinance and suggested the city use the 30 day time limit when needed.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]HOYHTYA – The Council discussed the Court Order and Judgment for Restitution and pursuing an errors and omissions insurance claim.  MOTION by Chuck Gentry, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to accept amount of restitution per the order and not to further pursue an insurance claim.    

530 DOUGLAS AVE E – Clerk Blackwell has requested the city building inspector complete an inspection and submit a written report on the fire damaged structure.  The city will forward a copy of the report to the property owner with deadline to abate the structure, per MN State Statutes 463.15.  If the deadline is not met, the city may need to involve the city attorney.     

NEWS MIRROR – Clerk Blackwell asked for direction from the city council on how city staff should handle the request to edit Hubin’s draft articles on meetings.  The council suggested that if the subject is not an accurate portrayal, city staff should correct it or ask Hubin to delete it from the article.  

Mayor Squibb adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:50 p.m. 



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk
