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CITY OF HECTOR
REGULAR MEETING
HECTOR COMMUNITY CENTER – 7:00 P.M.

JUNE 9, 2014

PRESENT: Acting Mayor Chuck Gentry, Council Members Greg Radermacher, Doug Best and Ralph Bergsma.

ABSENT: Mayor Steven Squibb

STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Blackwell, Hugh Veit, Pat Callahan, Todd Kramer and Darrin Ogdahl.

ALSO PRESENT: Mark Kramer, Steve Karnik, Allan Kirgiss, Marty Lawson, Marlys Hagstrom, Ruth Hamilton, Todd Kramer, and Penny Macik.  

Acting Mayor Chuck Gentry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. following the pledge of allegiance.

AGENDA – MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Doug Best and carried to approve the agenda with the following items added: cemetery plat process, Resolution 2014-22, part-time mowing, electronic council equipment, and RS Fiber Coop.  MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the consent agenda.

HUGH- Hugh stated that the plans have been submitted to Rural Development for review.  Renville County has given comments on project, but have not approved a funding agreement yet.  MN Pollution Control has given partial approval on plans.  

PRELIMINARY PLANS – Hugh reviewed the preliminary engineering report and estimated costs for improvements for Bryant, Cedar and Sampson’s Circle.  Bryant was designed as ten ton road due to the truck traffic.  Setting a public hearing is the next step if the city wants to move ahead with the project.  Holding a public hearing does not obligate the city to proceed with improvements.  Deferred assessments and street design were discussed.  The council did not set a hearing.  The project will be discussed again at the July meeting.

CEMETERY – Hugh explained that land the city owns that borders the cemetery was not included in the 1959 plat.  Hugh’s estimate to survey and plat the additional land is in between $1,500 - $2,000.  It was suggested that Moore do the survey in conjunction with other survey work on the proposed projects.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to have Moore complete the cemetery survey the next time a crew is in Hector. 

CDS – City Auditor Darrin Ogdahl reported that 2013 was a highly uneventful year and the audit process went very smoothly.  Ogdahl reviewed the Financial Auditor’s report summary and noted the information was presented fairly in CDS opinion.  Government Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 65 was implemented.  Ogdahl reviewed cash and investment balances and noted water and sewer funds had increased.  Future debt service was reviewed as well as graphs showing revenue and expenditure breakdowns.  The CDS management letter includes required comments.  Ogdahl concluded by stating that AEM and city staff had documents and records ready for the audit and that it was beneficial in expediting the audit process.    

SIGN – Marty Lawson noted that there is a daycare on Ash Avenue and she is concerned about car traffic potentially running into a child riding a bike.  The council agreed that a “Children at Play” sign would be installed in the area. 

530 DOUGLAS AVENUE NE – The property has been deeded to another party.  The building inspector has requested to enter the property to conduct an inspection.    

LAWN MOWING – Penny Macik and Marlys Hagstrom questioned the procedure the city follows when a property owner fails to mow the grass.  It was explained that by ordinance the property owner needs to be given notice and seven business days before the city can do the work and bill the property owner.

SOCIAL HOST ORDINANCE – A second reading of Ordinance was completed.

RURAL SERVICE DISTRICT – The council discussed five parcels of land that are “rural” in character being charged a rural rate that is less than the urban rate beginning in 2015.  It was noted that the ratio of 1 to 4 is in between the rates already established in Franklin and Bird Island.  MOTION Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to pass the Rural Service District Ordinance implementing a 1 to 4 ratio for rural and urban parcels.  Ralph Bergsma opposed the motion.  

AIRPORT – Steve Karnik reviewed the Airport Advisory Committee recommendations.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded by Doug Best and carried to adopt Resolution 2014-21 approving the MnDOT Agreement 03883, a maintenance and operation grant for years 2014 and 2015.  MOTION by Greg Radermacher, seconded Ralph Bergsma and carried to approve Task Order No. 2 for the airport zoning update and authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to execute related documents.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve Task Order No. 3 for the runway pavement repair, Environmental Assessment for fuel facility, and electrical system modifications, and authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to execute related documents.  MOTION by Ralph Bergsma, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve Task Order No. 1 for the taxiway and hangar area design with 80% state grant and authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to execute related documents.  It was noted that Ed Newberg’s new hangar is progressing well in the construction phase.  

AMBULANCE/FIRE – Fire Chief Todd Kramer reported that the department held elections and the following persons were elected: Todd Kramer Fire Chief, Steve Schultz Secretary, Dennis Kirtz Treasurer, and Ryan Kramer Training Officer.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Greg Radermacher and carried to approve the newly elected officers.  Kramer noted that the department is looking to recruit new members.   

EDA – Councilor Chuck Gentry stated that prairie view has started to show cash flow improvements with the new management.  Hummingbird court is full and the EDA Board is considering building another project of that type.  A location for potential new business is still being sought.  

POLICE – Police Chief Callahan reported that the Chevrolet Tahoe won’t be delivered until October and that the air conditioning in the Crown Victoria is not working.  Callahan presented information on Lexipol Policy Manual and Daily Training Service.  The annual fee is $990 which includes daily training and customized policies.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to approve hiring the four applicants listed in the May minutes and also Craig Kosse as Part-Time Police Officers per Callahan’s recommendation.  Callahan stated that he met with Councilor Best and Clerk Blackwell to review ordinance language to allow hen chickens in the city.  Blackwell is drafting amendments to the animal ordinance.  

PUBLIC WORKS – Clerk Blackwell is waiting on Jerome Schueller to review terms of the agreement with Agri-Trading regarding waste being discharged in the sanitary sewer system.  The council discussed hiring a part-time person for mowing on an “as needed” basis, but no decision was made.

CUSTODIAN – The city received four application for the custodian position.  Clerk Blackwell suggested, and the council agreed to have the personnel committee meet with Mike Kenney and Blackwell to review list of duties and rate of pay.  MOTION by Doug Best, seconded by Ralph Bergsma and carried to have Chuck Gentry, Greg Radermacher, Mike Kenney and Kathy Blackwell review the custodian applicants and approve hiring someone at a rate of $12-$15 per hour with a maximum of 12 hours per week.  

COMMUNITY CENTER - Mark Kramer stated that the Lions are interested in ongoing use of the large kitchen area as well as ongoing storage.  The council expressed interest in some type of agreement with the Lions to better utilize the back kitchen area.  Kramer will put together information on the intended use and storage needs for the next meeting.

BOARD OF REVIEW – Clerk Blackwell explained that since there was not a quorum present at the Assessor’s Board of Review meeting on April 1st, 2014, the city has lost the right to serve as the local Board in 2014 and 2015.  The County Assessor conducted an “open book” meeting in 2014 and will again in 2015.  If the city wants to reinstate the local board in 2016, there is a form that needs to be filed with the county and at least two council members need to have current training.  If the city wishes to continue to have the county assessor conduct “open book” meetings, the city needs to supply the county with a letter stating such.  The council made no decision for 2016.  

ELECTRONIC COUNCIL EQUIPMENT – Clerk Blackwell reported that Mayor Squibb is still working on this project.

RS FIBER – Clerk Blackwell reported that she is attending meetings regarding the RS Fiber project and will ask a representative to attend the next council meeting to give the council a project overview.

MOTION by Doug Best and seconded by Ralph Bergsma to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:20 p.m.



______________________________
Kathy L. Blackwell, City Clerk



